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TtU;: EDIYORIAL 'TEAM WISH ALL OF OUR
READERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AMD A

PEACEFUL MEW YEAR

-
I' l r ~, "., 1; .~\,.J' .

Ma y the Christmas of twothoUsand and lour.
Bring happiness to every door,

In Oet'siogham a nd JUces neat.
So .1 are filled WIth joyous cheer.

As the dock stn"es in twothousand and five.
May folk be glad !hey are alive.
With resolubonl firmly pleOged .

For be tter bl'nes to lie ahead.

When every person old or young.
Ensu res their special lesbvil fun ,
Endures not jus t this Xmas Day,

But throughout. wondrous year will stay _

From the Wash's lhote to Yarmouth sands.
May floods be kept from fertile lands.

So man and se. reside as one,
For endleU Yulebdes yet to come.
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Parish Council Report
The Sep tember meeting of Dersingham Parish Council rece ived a report on the

results of the village appraisal from the steering group. 1062 households had
responded . rep resenting more than half the village. The Council agreed to consider
the results of the survey at iLS next meeting.

The Counci l was concerned about the state of the footbridge linking the
Sandringham Vicw estate to The Drift : the County and Borough Councillors were
asked 10 try and establish who was responsible for iLS maintenance. The Council
congra tulate d the poli ce and emergency services for the way they had hand led the
recent security incidents at the village post office .

Before the start of the October meetin g a petition was submitted to the Council
signed by 1.223 peo ple opposed 10 the sugges tion arising from the village survey that
a new public hall should be built; it was pointed out that the Council had not yet
considered this matter and that some of the facts in the petition were stro ngly
disputed. The Council went on to cons ider the results of the survey and made the
following decisions on the items for which it had responsibility:
Tra nsport

The suggestion that Post O llice Road should be made onc-way from cast to west
was not supported by the Council on the grounds that this would lead to speeding in
a busy area and would exacerbate the existing problems at the western end of Chapel
Road. However. the Council supported the extension of no parking restricti ons and
would ask Norfo lk County Council to extend the ye llow lines along the complete
length of the wall adjacent to the forme r petro l station.

The Co uncil also supported the suggestion that a push-buuc n-conucllcd
pedestrian phase be introduced for the tra ffic lights in Hunstanton Road.

The suggestion that the 4 10 bus service shou ld be d iverted via Mounrbanc n Road
and Station Road was not supported. partly because it was felt that buses wou ld have
problems negotia ting this route and partly beca use this would leave residents living
cas t of Ilunstanlon Road further from a bus stop.
Crime

It was noted thatthe survey revealed a low opi nion of the police. The Council
agreed to ask the Chief Constable to respond with proposal s as to how to improve the
situation. The suggestion that the Neighbourhood Watch scheme should be
promoted more vigoro usly was supported.

In consid ering the suggest ion that more social act ivities should be provided for
young people to co unter the incidence of antisocia l behaviour. it was pointed ou t that
the Council was already promoting this through the new Youth Council.
\'lIIa~e lI all

The Council nOII,.-d the petition (.n·t' " how) opposed to a new village hall and also
noted the co nsiderable support for the idea from the appraisal survey. 11 was pointed
out that the Council had neither taken any decisions nor eve n co nsidered the is.sucs

before. It therefore agreed to set up a working group of Parish Counc illors 10
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examine and recommend how the tong-term provision of community centre facilities
for the village can hest be met. This group will . with the assista nce of an advisory
committee of represen tatives of voluntary organisations and interested individuals,
identify what facilities the village needs and investigate how best these can be
provided. Consideration will be given both to the potential for the existing buildings
within the village to meet the need and whet her these require upgrading or whether
a new building is necessary. The working group will also have the task of
investigat ing the financial implications of the choices availab le and the potential for
ga ining externa l funding.

The Council also agreed that, in principle. any options for major change should
beput to a Parish 1'011 so that all residents co uld have their say prior to a dec ision
being taken.
Ot bcr i~s ut's

The concern over the lack of signposting on some footpaths was noted and the
Council will check where new signs are needed .

On the suggestion that better facilit ies were needed for collect ing household and
garden waste for recycling, it was pointed nut that the Council had tried to iden tify a
site for a bottle bank and had also tried to arrange a garden waste recycl ing scheme,
both withou t success so far.

The reques t for an investigat ion into the provision of facilities for small-sca le
industrial development 10 provide more local employment will be looked into by oue
of the Council' s commiuccs.

The Council considered that the cost of providing a public toilet would be
prohibitive but it would attempt 10 see if such a facilit y could be provided as part of
another dcvclonmem.

The Council noted the othe r more general points in the report and will take these
into account when relevant.
Other bu sin ess

Other business conside red at the meeting included the ongoing issue of the
provision of more affor dable homes in the village. Alter hearing a presentatio n by
the Rural Housing Enabler from the Norfol k Rura l Com muni ty Council. the Council
agreed to support a full survey of the need for affordable housing in the village . This
will be carried out early in the New Year.

Now that the Sandringham View estate is complete, the Council agreed 10 seck
the completion of the footpath from Statio n Road to The Drift.

The Council agreed a gra nt towards the cost of the repair of the clock on the
tower of St Nicholas Church.

PRB

("OH r Phol0l:rllph : ~St ~ichola, Church aod Sno... - 2onJ~ hy P",d nurull
("oH r Pnem: " Endlen \"ult'ti d e~ " by Kathy J,mi"n " / X (Jewm.'r }IIII4
(Tht' rr....nt I<"arnin" .\"I/utu'" / l""dink in tilt' Urt'1l prumpud t1Jj~ pUt'm}
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Editor's Notes
Well here wc are aga in with another bumper editi on (56 pages)

of Village Voice to eith er amuse. entertain, or annoy yo u, or even to
cause your hackles to rise as you say "They've got il wron g again! "
Ov er the last year I have had approaches from one or other resident
of the village who is o f the opin ion that an item which we have
published has not been total ly accu rate in its co ntent, parti cularly
where dates are concerned. Other matters which have been po inted

out to me are when co ntradictions have occurred betwee n one writer ' s entry and that of
another, aga in. mostly to do with dates. I must defend my own position in that I tend to accept
articles at face value, and . unless they are cons idered to he contentious, (in which case I have
in the past eit her drastically edited or rejected such item s), I do not feci that it is my place to
query thc content. preferring you, good reader. to write in with wha t you believe to be the true
historical facts. I would like you to bear in mind that many of our contributors are relying on
the ir mem ories of long past incidents and hearsay, details of which tend to fail . (and
sometimes become more colourful), over time. Please! Please! Please ! If you ha ve anything 10

say, eit her for or against what we publish, lel me know in order that I may have the
opportunuy to pass it on to other reader s. Just in case you thought that [ had taken up
ventriloqu ism when seeing the above photo, I should tell you Ihat it has a bearing (no pun
intended ) on two artic les in this issue, as it was taken at Gcorge Pratt's Ce lebration Dinner
which is reported . and that the teddy bear wears a sweatshirt with the words Sandringham
fi re Station emblazoncd on thc front, which directly relates to Dcnis Wright 's Personality
Profile . I included this pic ture at the insistence of our resident photographer, Tony Bubb.

You will notice that there is no article in this issue entitled "S andringham View - What 's
in a Name?" This is ca used by the di fficulty I am having in collec ting the back ground
informanon nc-cd...-J to deal with the names whic h have not so far been covered. Perhaps you
have some kno wledge of these streets and would be willin g to write a piece about them. or
you may prefer to pass the information to me verbally in order that I can write the article
based on the facts which you give. lt will come to your attention wh ilst readi ng the magazine
that there arc an increas ing number of letters and articles included which have been sent in by
people who live outside the village, but who have past or present links with it. I am finding it
very satisfying to Icarn that not only is the magazine being read by those (0 whom it is
deliv ered, but that we are nul'.' discoverin g that the shops and other places in which we leave
copies tor co llection are runnin g out on the day of recei pt. and that a lthough many of these arc
taken by people who do not receive a doorstep delivery and by visitors to the area. there are
many copies being sent to ex-patriots abroad, and I have received repo rts ofthcm ending up as
far away as Sco tland to the North, South Africa to the South, Canada to the West and
Australia/New Zealand to the East. Gosh! we've gonc international' Don't forget. It is l o ur
contributions that have helped to achieve this success. keep them coming! Bob Tipling

Dcrstngham Pa ris h Council Office Opening T imes
Monday 10.30 am - 2.00 pm Tuesday 10.30 am ~ 2.00 pm

Wednesday 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Thursday 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
Tc l : 014!l5 54 1465 Em a il : Dersingh a m @ w nc b.net

C hristmas and New Year Opent ng - Closed from 12.30 pm 23 Decem ber
Re-open 10.30 am Mond ay 3 J anu ary 2005
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Letters to the Editor
Mr S IVElder,~ (If Bran.\ IIJn in Lincoln ..'riles: I left the village in 196R, although I
continued to visit on a regular basis until the death of my mother in 19X6. Since then I have
passed through occasionally, and a few days ago found me doing just that and taking some
light refreshment in the Feathers. When my wife passed across a copy of the "Village
voice," which I have not seen before. I thumbed through with interest. to see if there were
any names I knew. Firstly. I saw the article on Philip Nurse and my mind wandered back to
the early 60s when I would visit my grandmother for holidays. when we still lived at
Grimsby. My grandmother also lived in Chapel Road and Philip and I would sometimes go
up into the field Ihat was at the back of her house at that time. Whilst wc saw less of each
other in future years. it was still a shock to hear from my mother of his tragic and premature
death. In looking at the article on older village properties my mind wcnt back still further to
the late 50s when my step-grandfather. lIarry Green. had been head gardener at the Oaks.
This impressive country residence used to stand where the surgery and school are now
located on Chapel Road. The house. known as Ivy Cottage. where my grandmother lived.
plus stables that now make up the art studio. were incorporated within the grounds. A Mr.
Lloyd Pratt owned the Oaks and he was a widower who spent a lot of his time away during
the day at his businesses in wisbcch. Thus on my summer holidays, I could wander the
gardens almost freely with my grandfather and play in the hams and stables. as well as the
field to the rear. where Philip and I would go in the years to come. and which belonged to
the Oaks. There was also a field to the front on the other side of the quiet and safe Chapel
Road. which had a fantast ic pond for catching frogs. to keep in jars in the stables. The
gardens themselves were indeed something to behold . a large entry drive and lawns 10 the
front. fonnal lawns to the rear for receptions and croquet and a walled vegetable garden for
supplying the kitchen. Mr Prau had a son by adoption. Brian. and whilst he had spent his
earlier years "lit the house. during the time I was there he was travelling extensively. My
grandmother had worked in the Oaks ' kitchen at one time and uscd 10 prepare food very
much to his liking. Bnan was always fond uf bcth my grandmother and grandfa ther. and
continued to make a point of visiting them for many years after, even though he mixed in
circles well outside their lifestyle and had been introd uced to the Queen on at least one
occasion. In 1960 my grandfather retired and they moved out of I ~)' COllage 10 the house in
Chapel Road. The cook retired around the same time and Mr Pran took a housekeeper. who
he eve ntually marr ied, On his death, probably in about 1966/7. thc house was left to Brian
hut the contents went to his new stepmother. Brian showed no interest with moving into the
Oaks but complained that the land to the rear could not be developed due to the lack of a
satis factory entry road. I moved 10 Dersingham in I9fifi with my widowed mother and began
to attend King's Lynn Technical College. On one morn ing in 1968 as I set off'fo r college.
upon turning into Chapel Road. I camc upon a commotion (If firemen and bystanders outside
the Oaks. which had burnt down during the night. Rumours abounded about how an empty
house could have caught fire. Vagrants were one theory and some villagers spoke of seeing
someone running from the house at around the lime it must have started. Whatever. the
hroken shell was beyond repair and after a while. the rcmnants of this once beautiful house
and gardens were cleared away to make way for the surgery, school and housing that is there
today. At the time my grandmother lived in Ivy Cottage there was nu bathroom or inside
toilet, just a single cold tap in the kitchen and no elec trici ty upstai rs. It is all too easy to
forget the harshness of the times burthose fields and warn) summer days are still
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so me th ing I remember wuh fondness . Tru st you find this o f some inleres l and would
ap preciate tI copy if you publish .
.\lr A J Gu ilbt'r1 of Ju bilee Dr;I't' wr;I": I thank yo u and your con tributors tor a very
inform ative and humorous Issue No 30 of the DVV. Being a lifelong imb iber o f ale I was
panicu larly interes ted in your article on villa ge Pubs. However, the old Ordnance SUI"\'ey
maps show an inn in Station Road op posile the old railway sta tion . now Semba Trading . I
be lieve this inn was called the Station Of Railway Inn and is now a privat e house: can
anyone supply photographs and hislory? On a mo re serious mat ter: perh aps tho: Parish
CounciL'lI ighway A uthority cou ld consi der moving the 30 mph speed Iimil on the Lynn Road
to 50 ya rds south of the junction wuh Heath Road. If this is nol possible, perhaps extending
the _lO mph limit in Heath Road to the junction .... ith the lynn Road .
(Edi l"r 5 fOO/llote; the hmet in qU".uil>n "'''.1 th,' Atesandra HOld " hk h is mrmioned in the
fir.u purugraph of Dh J. -'lt'lll'n S artkle)
/Jid .\le/llIn 11/ lIun~lunll'" ,,·riln; : Villa ge Voice t"Oo 30 was as good as eve r, in fact Ilhink
they are like o ld wh i sk~'. the)' are gCll ing bcner wit h age . In the September/Oc tober edition
there is a very good arncle by Eliza beth Fiddick called ' The O tdest I to use in the Village .'
As she says the o ldest house that is still occupied must be the midd le house in Alben Victor
Row. wh ich was built in 1671. and at one time in ils life was the villa ge workhouse. When I
was a lad we always called th is row of houses ' Wash-house Yard ' as the lady in the first
house was a washerwoma n The oldest stru cture I would th ink is the found ati uns uf the old
windmill in the grounds of MillHouse, as there was a windm ill tin lhis sire before 1780.
The o ld moal dow n The Drift. wh ich has now bee n filled in, was. at one lime. the moa t fo r a
ma no r house thal stood on this site and was owned by the Prior o f Binham in 1.244 . There
was a lso a very interestin g letter in the same ed ition about the o ld school (now the
Community Cen tre ) at the bottom of Dodd s lI ill Road , One of the ma in features of this
schoo l .... as the huge horse-chesnun tree that grew in the playground. It had been there for
many years when som..rone came up with the idea that it was dangerous and had il chopped
do wn. The school was buil! in 11175, the old \\b k yan .\l ethod ist Chapel that was buih in
1875 stood o pposite (he school gate . where it is toda y, and was used a fter IQ50 as the school
dining hall . In 1'Xl4 the school was enlarged to ho ld 3.26eh ildr..m (the population of the
village was 1.316 at that time ). An o ld manor house stood in the schoo l grounds. between me
playground and the now fire-station. this .... as demolished afte r the Firsl World War and the
land on .... hic h it stood made mrc a garde n for the chi ldren .
S II.," nnt' Gm'" n uf 14 6"rt'uI .Yurtltt'rn COllrt. Grun,ltlllfl. Line) ." GJ I 6L, . ..'riln; : I am
rese archin g my fami ly history and have d iscovered that my great grandfather was Henry
Riches and he was born in Dersingham in 11161. Having found your .... ebsitc which is really
lovely and info rmativ e I am hoping someone ca n tell me if they know of this name in Ihe
loca lity and ir rbere arc any Par ish Records available for me 10 loo k al. Any info nnatio n
....-uuld be grcatly appreciated. Thanking you in ad vance . {Susarme ca n be contacted by E
mail on susannemgo\'an(ii.yahoo .eollll
J /ullh eK'Lind.,")~ "Ked 10. tlf Pml OlliCl' RI."d ..'riles: Dear Parish Council. My name is
Matthew Lindsay, I am 10 years o ld. I was rea lly excited when 1 heard about the
skateboarding ramp on the playing field . I have been there almost ever y day and I hope: il
will Slay where it is.
l'hilipp" U"d.\".r. uXl'd 7, 11/ PilI' OJfic.. R""d ..·ritex: Dea r Par ish Co uncil, My flame is
Philippa Lindsay. I am 7 year's old. I was reall y excited when I hea rd about the
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skateboarding ramp on the playing field . I have been there three time s and it is vel')' fun and I
like it and I hope it is going to stay there.
O, n ;nKlrllm Pllr;.,1r Cllun cillf" Iul"i" Brun dl" M'r;ll'.t : - End of an Era - In the previous
issue of the Village Voice. a potted history of Ald.:nnan Gc0l'¥': Pran was printed , cov ering
the ' Life and Times of .. .' To cele brate his outsta nding contribution to our village and West
Norfolk . a Celebration Dinner was held on 3n.i Nove mbe r. At the same time we also said a
sad farewell to our Parish Clerk Kim Dunford and her ass ista nt Clare Thornson bot h of
whom reured from their respective posit ions. A se mi info nnal gat hering, with plent y of
joviality and surprise guests the Mayor and Mayoress, Paul and Tbcresa Hrandon , With past
and prese nt Co uncillors. we all celebrated with an exce llent mea l supplied by Priors of
Kings Lynn. May I say a specialthank yo u to Councillors, Tc ny Bubb, John Houston, Sue
Payne and Bctty Cterk for helping me make it a successful e\'ening . The highlight of that
night was a lette r received from URH Prince Charl es thanking GC<Jl'¥e for all his e fforts
ove r the past 012 years . During the evening, we presented Kim with a s ilver bracelet and
matching earrin gs. and Clare rece ived a beautifu l cut glass fruit bowl. My sincere apologies
to o ur current Parish Chairman. Malcolm Nurse, for no t asking him to present any of these
gins. This was an o\'Crsight on my pan , especi ally as he had worked along side Georgc for
the past ] 6 years. In Aldennan Prau's address he thanked every one with his usual Il air ,
and commented that he had not atte nded a function ....-here the current Parish co uncillors
had arranged a gathering for many years . Maybe a Christmas event could be arra nged, wi th
the Parish Co uncillors and Parishioners jo ining forces a t a sit down dinner with
accom panying Christmas Ca ro ls for all to enjoy. Let us kno w yo ur thoughts for such an
event. Feedbac k rega rd ing the event he ld on 3 Nove mbe r has been very encourag ing .
Tha nk you everyone .
.\In .'/lIm" ClIIJ"'>n ..f Blink R" lId M'ri,l'.' : Wc are so fortunate in Dcrsin gham to have a
family run Post Office - we must make sure we keep it by using it. The Royal Mail are
tal king about c10s inWanother 2110 branches. The Post O nt ce is a way of life for the clderly
and d isabled , we 're not all bankin g by Internet or have home co mputers. We lost our
vi llage bank and railw ay in spite o f prutel>ts years ago . If you ' re nut mobile it' s nllt always
ea sy to travel to King's l ynn or Hunstamon . If s very diffi cu lt for some to get on the bus.
Plea se print this. your voic e is heard .

Sa mant ha Ma rtin and ~t"i l Bald erson
we re ma rried a t the Reg ist ry O ffice in Ki ng ' .

Lynn on Saturday INSe ptember. The civil
ceremony was followed by a sendee of
bless ing in th e Po nd Garden a t the Feathers

1I01el. and a n afternoon and eve ning
rec eption in S t Nicho las C hurc h Hall. The
bride's parents a re To ny and Maxin c Martin
proprietors of the Feathers 1I01e l. a nd Nc il 's

family arc from Campbeltown in Sco tland.
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'anan Poucher M-A,
Will Consultant

PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING (Legal Services, Lld
63 Station Road, Oerslngham, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE31 6PR

Local Office; 01485 542888
Mobiles; 07803 924063

07769713153 ,

Head Office:
Crown House, I Stafford Place, We,ton-super-Mare8S23 2QZ

Telephone: 01934 622012

Th e W{'st Norfulk Singers are presenting a
** CO:\'C ERT OF C II RIST MAS M USiC .....

at SI Nicbc fus Church on Friday 10 December at 7.30 pm
Admission by Programme £J to include refreshments

GUY PLAYFORD'S
SUPREME CARPETS

THE HOME SELECTION SPECIALISTS

FREE" FREE
Underlay, Fitting, Door bars, etc, Delivery, Measuring, planning on

on ALL pattern book ranges all roll ends and stock ranges
QUALITY RUGS V IN Y L S

Hand Knotted Crafted Rugs QUALITY RHINO FLOOR VINYlS
Persian , Indian and Chinese LAMINATE FLOORING

100% Wool FULLY INSTALLED

SHOWROO M OPEN
MON TO FRi l l am - 5 pm, SAT 10 am - 2 pm

FOR ESTER'S HALL, MANOR ROAD, DERSINGHAM

For Home Selection phone B am - 8 pm
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Celebration Dinner

Borough stayor Paul Brandon K'ilh Gfflrge trou and his dOlIKhfl'r. Pauhnc

I

The Bll nw/{h .\faror- PuuJ Brandon. G ('(J ry.:(' Prau (Ub l'iVlu{1'

('nj,~\'i'lg him ,~dfJ. CIaIT' Th1lnH1l1l ,111,1 Kim /}ulI(i>n1

A splendid time was had by all who attended the farewe ll dinner held for Gcorgc
Pratt . Kim Dunford and Clare Thomson in the Church Hall on 3 No vember. Nea rly
40 friends ami well wishers shared an evening that celebrated the work done for the
village by the guests of honour. Borough Mayor Paul Brandon and County
Co unci llor Jan ice Eells
were amongst those present
who praised their efforts.

After an excellent meal.
presentation s were made 10

all three of our guests.
Gcorge was also presented
with a framed letter o f
apprecia tion from the
Prince of Wales. The Parish
Counc il reve aled that they
were hoping to have the
roundabout 10 the south of
the village named in
George's honour. TB

•
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. Sarah Bristow Joins Dersingham Parish Council
TI'e New Pari...I, Clerk introduces ke r...e((

My name is Sarah Hristow. I was born on 17
December 1967 in King's Lyon. Prior to my
birth my mother worked as a Chemist Dispenser
for Halls the Chemist in Norfolk Street and my
father ran his own Coal Merchants business
with my uncle.

I first went to school at Highgate Infants
School, then on to St James Girls School.
Following this I was one of the fi rst girls to
attend King Edwards VII High School. When
leaving school I could not decide between
staying in further education or Iinding a job, I opted to do both by doing a YTS
course . I went to NORCAT and did a Hl ec National Diploma in Business Studies
for two days a week and worked as Secretary to the Purchasing Manager at Porvair
for three days a week. I then after two or three temporary positions started as a
Clerical Assistant with Hexagon Fastenings in May 1986. I stayed with them for 61

/ ,

years the last two years commuting to Peterborough daily, before being made
redundant. I left there on Friday 30 October 1992 and took up a temporary position
with Norfolk County Counci l Social Services on Monday 2 November. 1worked at
several different establishments doing administrative tasks within the Children and
Families Division. I finished up ancr being with them for 12 years in Childcarc
Finance at Greyfriars House in King 's Lynn. leaving there on Friday 29 October and
officially started as Clerk to the Council on I November.

I have had and still do have several hobbies. I first stalled at the age of2 1
/ , doing

ballet and tap dancing, giving up with the starting of school. At the age of 9 I took
up Ballroom and Latin American dancing. I used to compete at competitions and
covered all the examinations finally becoming a qualified teacher in ballroom in
1990 .

I was a Brownie, a Guide, a Ranger and finally a Young Leader within the
guiding movement. I also helped out with cubs and scouts and attended several of
their camps as a first-aider. I first started doing first aid at the age of 9. I was a
cadet with the British Red Cross, then at the age of 17 I was poached and joined the
St John Ambulance Brigade. It was due to St John that I met my husband, Kevin. a
fellow member. Kevin and I started going out on the 15 June 19X6 and married on I
July 1989. In 1994 we moved from King's Lynn to lngoldisthorpc as my husband
had always lived in a village prior 10 moving to King's Lynn to nurse his Nan. We
joined Hunstanton Division of St John and opened up Dersingharn Badger Sett. Our
first son, Samuel, came along Oil 9 November 1995 and due to this and Kevin's work
commitments we had to close the Sett the following year. I remained Area Secretary
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SI ;'\iicholas C hurch

C HILIlRt::-;'S CARO L A:-;Il C HRIST I:-;G LI: SE RVICE
at 6...10 pm

16 December 2004

for St John and for the last four years have been Area Staff Officer Member Support ,
Our second son. Joshua , came along on I April 1999 .

I used to belong 10 SI Edrnund's Churc h Choir as a child and now I am in the
choir OIl lngoldisthorpe. I have been Clerk 10 the Governors for an infant 's school in
King's lynn for the Ia.st eight years and Governor at my son's school in
Ingoldisthorpe for the last three years . I do not have much free lime bsn my main
hobby OIl present is making celebration cakes ranging from children's novelty cakes
through to wedding cakes complete with sugar Flowers if required . I achie ved a City
& Guilds qualification in sugar Flowers three yean; ago and a Centra coarse in wired
sugar flowers two years ago, I am Programme Secretary for King's Lynn Sugarcraft
Guild. My house is usually very chaotic - there are three generations living there as
my mum moved in with us after losing my dad about :!O months ago. Completing
the household are tanks and a pond of fish and one large boisterous 10 month old
boxer dt)g nam...-d BUSier.

My first connec tion with Dcrsingharn was when I was bridesmaid OIl SI Nicholas
Church when I was 211:. My parents had friends in the village that owned a garage
and I was bridesmaid 10 their daughter. Then I moved to Ingoldisthorpe as my
husband wanted to live in a village, and I now understand why. I now have
completed my jo urney and have ended up working in Dersingham. I hope that by
being Clerk I can help in providing services for this much 10\ '00 village well into the
fUlure , Sarah Bri.~'ow

•••• •••• ••••••••••• •••••••••• ••••••••••• •Il ERSI:-; (a1A'1 SC HOO LS •
ln vlte yo u ••lo a •

••••••••••• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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ST NICHOLAS PARISH CHURC H · DECEMBER

l i /!ug.. l o;ce

MOlhcn' Union Carol Sen.. ice
Dersmgham Schools'
Ch rislingle Service
Carol Service
~1k1n i ghl 1I0ly Communion
Family Ch rislmas Cd C'bration

Wtdncsday 15th 2.30 pm
Thursday Ib lh b.30 pm

Sunday 191h 6.30 pm
Friday 24lh 11.30 pm
Saturday 25th 10.00 pm

rlea~ Join u~ ir 'DUu n. ror Ihew , prcial ", "Ie",- or ror an" nt htr ~nlen n 1l'1C'd in
Ihe Pn l, h :'lie''''

ST CECILlA'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH· DECEMBER

Sunday 19th
Friday 241h
Friday 24lh
Saturday 2Slh
Sunday 2blh

Holy Mass al 9 .00 am
Ca rol Service al R,OO pm
Nalivily M ass ar 9.00 pm
Mass at 9 .110 am

Mass of the Holy Family al 9 .00 am

DERSINGHAM METHODIST CHURCH - DECEMBER

Saturday I frh

Sunday 19th

Sund ay 19th

Satu rday 2Slh
Sunday 26lh

10.00 am on .....ards •
Chnsunas Co ffee- Morning
.....ith Decorated Ch urch
10.30 am - Family Ca rol
Servic e
6.30 pm • Tradi tional Candeln
Ca rol Serv ice
iO.30 am , Chnsunas Day Service
10.30 am • Preacher Rev Kim Nall y
No Evening Serv ice

Pteexr (Om",. and jllin u, t/I u l,.hrat,. th ,. hirth ofJ,."u, Ch,i"
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Greetings from the Manse
In !he city of Myra. in modem day Turl.ey. there: .....ere: many (1ulslians in !he la~t years of

the: Roman Empire . Wd l. it so happened that the:bishop there died. and so the people: had 10

eject anothc:f. But it was an easy ta!>k for thc:rc: .....as oee name: thal~Ked above all others:
NKholu. for he .....as known to be kind and gC'OC'fOUS. So S Kholas \\iU consecrated blshop.
"The: first thing he did was to give ......ay his .....ealth. for he was a rich man . Well. he gave away
almost ~'C'f)thing and was contrmplaling gi\'ing it all a\\ay when he had a drram.

An angel appeared to him in his dream .nd said. - NKho las; you must not gi\'c c\'er)1hing
a....-ay. Save some." " But the: poor...•~ protested NKholas. The angel interTUplrd. "Save some.
Save three bap of gokl until the: time:~ .... hen Itdl you .... hat to de." Ni,hola~ did what
the:angel said and hid three bap of gold under his bed . E"C'f)' nigh t he remembered they were:
there. Every night he awaued some: rnc:ssage. li e wa ited a long IIIT1('. Then.oee nightlhe angel
,ame: in. dream and said. ~Nichol.n. ton ight you mlbl tal..e one ofyow bap o f gold and go to
the: Pawnbroker's, for he has three daughters. He is \'rry poor and the daughters will not be
ab le to wed unless they have a dowry. Otherwise. they ...'rll be: sold into slavery,"

Nicholas woke up from the dream, dressed. and look one bag of gold from under his bed .
li e went to the house where the Pawnbroker lived. and was abou t to knuck on the door when
he stopped. li e dec ided he wlluld just leave the bag there. li e: went around and peeked in the
window . Inside he:saw the: Pawnbroker and his three da ughters dejected and weeping. l ie
quietly pushed the wind ow open slowly and dropped the bag of go ld inside and fled. The re, in
the bag. .....as enough go ld for a dowry so tha t the eldest daughter cu uld be wed . She:was full of
joy, as was her father- but her two sisters were not . The nex t nigh t the angel came again in a
dream and said, ~N icholas, take another bag o f go ld and bring it 10 Ihe Pawnb roker for his
other two daughters are in danger of being sold into slavery." So Nichola.~ wem to the house.
li e did nUl knock on the door bu l wen l to the same window - but it was loc ked! So he went 10

another window, slowly and quidly opened it. dropped the bag of gold inside and [led . Now
IWO girls were: con tent . The younglMOt was not . The third night Nicho las had a dream. as he
klK"\\ he: ....ould ha\'e. foe all good things come in ueees. And the:ang«1did come and told him
th.: same: story. So Nicholas gOl up 10 go to the P.....llbroker·s howie . Mean.... hlle: . th.:
Pawnbrolrr was wondering: who wa.. it? \\no was ic'a" ing the gold? lie too klK"\\ thal good
things haf'ren in threes, so h.: locked the door and .1I the ....-indo.... s so he could force the
my reriocs stranger around the boese .... here he could see him. "The: >'oun[t~ dau[thter pleaded.
~Please Papa. don·1 lock the ....· indows!~ NKhol as arrived . li e did not try the:door, but the:
window'. I1w'as locked li e tried another. locked. All locked. So, instead of go ing around the:
fron l of the house ....bere he cou ld be seen . he went to the bad of the: house, climbed up !he
roof, and dropped the: bag o f gold down the chimney. Tbe bag brol-.e: open and the co ins
dropped down into !he fire . The Pawnbroker raked thc:m out . cooled them. and found there:
was mough money for his you ngesl daughter 's dowry. The Pawnbroker never knew it was
Nicho las. but close friends kne'<'o' and later they told the story o f Nicho las. Years and centuries
wen t by. Myra fell to the Turks. and so Nicholas's body and the stones abou I him were taken
across the sea to Italy. The re Nicholas was celebra ted year ali,... year and the stories reachcrd to
the ends o f the earth. To this day, peo ple remember the man ....-ho was to beco me known as
Santa Claus, who gave [tifts and who. after all, was only imitating God 's gift o f himself to the
world .

A \""1)' jO.llill Chri.{lma.{ and pt'anllll New tear to one and all,
A.·'m Nal(1'
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News from Dersingham Schools
Ders ingham schools wo rk closely toge ther for the benefit

of thei r pupil s. We share some staff meetings, ha ....e a jo int
Governors' Committee and plan projects to involve pupi ls
wo rking and learn ing together. The staff are looking forward
to a Creative Art s Professional Development Day in April on
the theme of Water, wh ich will lead to mo re join t projects in
2005.

The schools wou ld like to thank parents and frien ds for all their support. It has
enab led the Infant and Nursery School to have a new library with a stock of about
1,000 book s. Funds raised to achieve this were from the Friends of the School and
from a school non-u niform day and a book fa ir. Th is is a great asset to the school,
and the junior school to resource new read ing books and playgrou nd equip ment ,
which have been really apprec iated by the ch ildren.

At the moment both schoo ls are busy pla nning for Christmas. On 16 Decembe r at
6.30 pm at St Nicholas Ch urc h there will be a C hildren 's Carol and Ch ristingle
Scrvice. organised as a join t ven ture by the schoo ls and the church. Ch ildren will be
able to hold and take hom e a Chnstingle cand le, which will be lit with parents'
supervision. during the se rvice . These will cos t £ 1 and proceeds will go to the
Children 's soc iety, orders and mnney to the schools by 10 December. T he serv ice will
feature the joint schools choi r, who can also be heard at Thaxrcr's Co ffee Shop and
the schoo ls' C hristmas Fairs in December. We hope that th is will be a fam ily
occasion and become part o f Christmas Cele brat ions in Ders ingham.

School Christmas Fairs
Oenin~hllm lo bnl & :\unul SI Gl'Or2r'S (eE) Junior
10 December S.30pm .3 December .3 _10prn

C h ristm as Plays
"A Prn enl for th e Bab y" "Chris tmas Surprise"
H. 9 & 10 December 7 & 9 December
9.00 - 9.30 a m 6_10 pm

Last dal of term Frida~' 17 December - schools reo pe n for pupils on
5 J anu aQ' 2005

A i\-l err~' C hrtsuu as and 11 Ha pp y x ew Year from
n erstngham Schools

Ja ckte Austin

@,J :.' .
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The Not-So-Nutty Christmas Cake
Hugh Mullarkey 0 01-09-04

When the ghost or Cbn stmas Pudding met the ghost of Chrisimas Cake
In the Scu llery of Time where washed-up dishes take a break
He said ' Nuny me old Fruit-cake, what are you doing here?

This is where the guzzled go before they disappear.'

'Oh Ectoplasrrnc Pudding, you find me out of sons
For when 1 look at Christmas now 1 have depreSSing thoughts.

Everything is tawdry there's no pride in our creation
Where have all the hours gone of joyful preparation?'

NUllY me old Fruit-cake don't make your icing men
It wouldn't be the same without you underneath one's belt .

I' ll help yuu find a Kitchen where you can safely rest
And watch a lovin g Mum prepare a culinary bcau-gcs re.'

'Oh that would he so wonderful - a Huppy-Chrisuuas-Haunt!
Where I can watch a family with no Irippene s to flaunt
Who take their share as they prepare and eagerly await
A simple Happy Christmas that they can all celebrate.

Where busy Children help to blend the ' good ies ' for the mill
So their busy Iin le tongues (an have their gratifying licks
That dispose of any morsels of the Cake or Christmas Pud

And ensure that every mixtu re ta'k"S as every mixture should.'

' Nun)" me old Fruit-cake dun 't forget we end up cooked
Then taken 10 the Table where our one-way ticket's hooked .

First they steam me in a saucepan then they cover me with brandy
Then they'H find a 001l of matches which they always have so handy!'

' Now who's being gloo my - that's the price of' fickle fame.
Everything is swallowed in its lransitory na me.

From the centre of attention to the Scullery of time
We have to act our hearts out in life 's hectic pantomime,

The joy is in creation when ingredients arc mixed
When appetites lire whetted nol intransigently tilled

So while we' re on our journey from the kitchen 10 the table
Let us contem plate cu r purpose - find the Star above our stable.
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BUI LDI N G
SOCI ET Y'

At the Saffron Walden Herts & Essex Building Society we
offer a wide range of financial services and mortgages. Our
highly competitive investments and savings accounts offer
some of the best value available in the high street, and our
experienced st aff can help you fi nd a mortgage package to
suit your needs.

As a reg ional society we understand the needs of local
people and are able to make a swift response to your
inquiry.

Find us at :
Market Place, Snettisham
Tel: 0148S S44434
and Jubilee Court, Dersingham
l el : 01485 544585

SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITIEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLEON REQU EST.
YOURHOME ISAT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEPUPREPAYMENTS ON A

MORTGAGEOR OTHER l OAN SECURED ON IT.
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A New Life
by Slew Cooper

"How are you'!" How many times have you been greeted with "How are you'!" but know
that a truthful answer is not really wanted'! Instead the
seemingly correct response is "O K! Thanks!" when you wou ld
really like to tell the truth butdon't wish '0 appea r boring or
miserable, Well now, l tell it as u is, and sometimes I don 't get
the first word out be fore they have moved on , bUI my anuude is
that you asked, and if you can' t be bothered to wa it for an
answer then you didn ' t wan t one, and shouldn 't have asked
beca use you obviously don 't care .

Time for a little backgro und about me. My name is Srcve. I
am 54 years yo ung, and in October 200 3, after nearly two years
of knowing something was wron g, I was diagnosed as having
Park inson 's Disease . It was a bit o f a bombshell. but it was also
a relief to know what the problem was, I wasn't going pUlly
after all! The terrible walking, shaking, fatigue and stiffness
were only some of lhe symptoms which led 10 me having to use
a wheelchair, as I ca n' t wa lk much funher than 20 or 30 yards,

and that's on a good day. Parki nson's a ffects us all differently, and is not helped by a recent
diagnosis that I have Cerv ica l Spondylosis (degenera tive disease o f the bone s and join ts)
taking away my mob ility, which all sounds very gloo my, bUI, in fact, bes ides the
inconvenience, has ope ned up a whole ncw life. At least that's my way of loo king at it; I can
still drive, and have permi ssio n from the DVLA to do so. I use my electric buggy to walk my
dog ' Charlie Bubbles' and my wheelchair to do the di stances 1 can ' t walk; it all works quite
well. most o f the time . I am a 101 more observant of the Great British Public, especially
when I am in my wheelc hair. However, I find that I am singled out; 1 stick o ut like a sore
thum b and can easily become a targe t sometimes for unwanted atten tion, parti cularly w hen
using thc train from King's Lynn to Ely and back twice a week, Alone in a w hL....lchair usin g
the railways is a bit o f a daunting expe rience at times. but I have met some really nice
friend ly helpful people, in pan ieular the stalTat King's Lynn and Ely stations have been great,
and they have de monstrated to me time and time again that they rea lly do ca re, and that' s
what it's all about 'CARING' . I have found that the altitude of people to me when I am in
my wheelchair is totall y different to when I was able to walk properly, they smile, they 're
polite , thL"Y talk to me, the ladies eve n pat me on the head and if I look as thou gh 1 need help
ifs offered , and it's sometimes offered even when I don ' t need it, and on one occasion I didn ' t
need it, but he was drunk, and even then a hulc old lady came 10 the rescue in full head
palling 1IlOI.k. but even though he was drun k and very persistent he still cared eno ugh to want
to help, One thing is for ce rtain, I am never ignored and never far from somebody lhat
CA RES and that says a lot about lhe majority of the Grea t Bruis h Public . So why the hell go
and spoil it all by asking, "How are you" when yOtJ don't rea lly wan t an answer? Just say
"Hello" instead, that way. I. for one, wi ll save myself a whole heap of embarrassment by
launching into a lot of obviously unwan ted verbal d iarrhoea about how I really do fed . If nn
the orher hand, you do want to know, then I' m your man just ask away and you will get the

truth with both ban ds (po litely) of co urse.
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FEAT HE RS HOTEL
Derslngham- Norfolk

TELIFax 01485 540207
":-Mail-feathershot el@btclic k.co m

www.rhefeath ershcrel.co.uk

Bring the family and enjoy the friendly service
New menus served throughout Restaurant,

Bars and Garden
Pond Garden available for special occasions

All Outside Catering and Bars provided

*
Call in or ring for menus

For a more personal approach
to Home & Contents Insurance

Call your local age nt on 01760 724888

Norfo lk West
23 Turbine Way
SwafTham
PE37 7XD •

The feelin g is NFU Mutual™

NFU Mutual is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council
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Sandringham Fire Service's
Station Officer Dennis Wright

Prr.'luw lil)· Pro/ ill' • I.."i,0 .... M,,,.p

wh en I sat down to write this article I first sta rted
with jotting down da tes and then reali sed that I have now
spent 0\ er half my life with the Fire Service. 18 years out
of my 50. A youngster I hear you all say! But the Fire
Service is noc my full time occupation. I also bave my
OW"TI garag e in Docking, so life is bu.sy. bur I make time to
socialise with my wife and daugh ter,

I was born in the village in 11)541he second son of
Geoffrey and Doreen wright. my mother stilllives at
Pansey Dn ve, the very house where I was born. This
house orig ina lly belonged to my grandparents. I must ask
why I was born there and not my parents ' house at Centre Vale. Unfortunately my
Father died in 199b, just six weeks before my OW11 da ughter was born, he would have
been a great granddad. I went to schoo l in the village and at this lime the primary
school was where the Community Centre now resides, then onto St Gco rgc's which
was a seco ndary school then . My daughter has j ust started here and it 's now known as
a Jun ior Schoo l. While at school I had a Satu rday morning job deli verin g vegetables
for my uncle who had a nursery on the green .

On leaving school I signed up for an apprenticeship in car body repairing in
Kin(l. ·s lynn, the Company was called Sitte tt 's, the garage closed do wn and all staff
were offered jobs by Tricentrol another local garage. This garage is still there today
on John Kennedy Road but has had many owners since , at the moment ifs a car
wa..h. While carrying out my apprenticeshi p I too k up the sport of speedway raci ng.
At sixteen I was racing all around the country for ' Boston Barracudas' - it was grea t
fun until I had an acciden t and my employers told me that I neededto finish my
apprenticeship. without any furthe r arms in plasters and sling!>. Not the injuries you
need when working with you r hands. I gave up the racing and knuckled down and
successfully completed my City & Guilds. With my qualifications unde r my bell and
ano ther owner about 10 take over the garage aga in. I decided to work for myself. I
rented my first premises in the village at what was known at Nar Valley Garage.
better known now as Sandringham Motors on lynn Road.

It was at this time I jo ined the Fire Service. my intent ion was j ust to supplement
my income, but I become hook ed and if my business hadn 't worked out I would have
applied to be full time. Back in those days we had a pagcr and a siren went off in the
village when we were called out. rnost ofthe firemen worked fur Sandringham
Estate. so be ing closer to the fire station I attended many incidents, I remember well
the summer of 1976 - lots of heath fires - water shortages and many of my customers
waiting for their veh icles to be completed! Wc were out for days , Now crews from
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o ther stations in the area relieve us.
This year was a lso the year that I met my wife Dense. she is often left waiting for

me to return from a fire call . More often than not ifs when we are in the local pub
hav ing a mea l or drink. if you sec her in there on her own she's nor an alco holic just
waiting for the fire engine to retu rn. she's asked me to say a gin and tonic would be
nice !

In 1978 I movr...d my body repa ir workshop from Deningham to Dock ing as my
workload grew. despite the late deliveries of vehicles . You will find me still down the
ltigh Stree t in Docking. I still have many customers from Dersingham. However. my
customers come from as far as wells-Next-The -Sea locall y and J have lots of work
from other garages. also London based customers who have ho liday homes in the
area . We are a busy garage with three of us work ing full time and two part-time
members of staff. We have a mixture of trade . private and insurance work.

After fourteen years of marri age. holidays and fun we decided to go down me
children route. In 1996 we celebra ted the birth of ou r dau ghter Mesba, who is now 8
years old and a great character. I have found being a father very rewarding. it's like
reliving your own childhood at times or is it my age! Does this happen once you go
past 50! The only drawback in having a daughter is that she is very much a girlie
girl at the momen t and I had no idea that playing Barbies was pan of the
requirements of a father. I thought all girls of that age wanted to go fishing! They
did when I was S. "-ishing is a hobby that I have had \cry little time for since the
birth of Mesha. however, I am a keen Angler and like to spend time fishing at local
waters. I find that sitting on a riverbank very relaxing and give me lime to mink
about the busy sched ule I have.

Wh al would I do dlfferemly If I co uld do 11 a ll lIgllln? Not much wou ld
change - I would stilllive in Dersingbarn . - I think it' s a great place 10 live and bring
up children. I cou ld 001 imagine life not being a firem an - but I would have liked to
see how successful I could bave been with the speedway racing. I feel J gave up
before my time.

\,

~

Message from CUrMalcolm Nurse
Chairman of The Parish Council

As Cha irman of the Dersingham Parish Council I would like 10repeal
thal which wa... stared i111our Iillst Parish Council Mm ing. namely that
this Council l"ICilher has now or i111 iIIny lime had the widl or inlcnl ion
to Ikmolish lhe tkningham Scout Hut, Sports PI" ilion or Commu nity
Centre. Indeed. even if this was our wish. we do nOI have the power to
do so! No \'iJIagc community development would ever go ahead
without a full and lenglhy consullation with all interested parties and
before any resultant plans were put 10 the whole \'illage for their
appro\ 'al or rejecuon, I hope this will pul an cnd 10 the rumour and
speculalion lhal is curn:nlly rife in tkningham.
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Park House Sandringham invites you 10

A Celeb ra tion of C hr istma s
on Frid ay 17 Dcembcr

at 7.30 pm in the Conservamry at Park House

An Attractive Programme of Seaso nal Music. Carols and Readings
Presented by Dr Gerald GilTord (Harpsichord and Piano). Amanda Anslow (Recorder

and Friends)
Tickets in advance £~ - ID include program me, mulled wtn e and mince ples

Irom Park House Recep tton Tel: 111 ..85 S-t301ltl
All proceeds 10 Park House Hotel - the unique holiday destination for disabled people

lIi lApril 1951 and
American Sen.·iceman
Caplain Phil TOllley
proudly d isl'la~ his pride
and joy, a Penny· f anhing
bicycle 10 some
o..'f'S;ngham~i<knlli.

Phoio takenou lside the
While Horse Publie llou!'C
( ..... hal is no.... Jubilee
Coun}, Caplai n Too k y
........ living in lhe village al
lheI1Ine " hil,r.t KfVi ng
....ilh lheUS forces al
Scu lth<"l"'.

Chri stmas Carols Around The Tree
1 I ' " I1U'II1"'0" ROI1I/. Dersinghum (Trvl'ksJ

Keuh and Sandie Green and family invite you 10 come and
join us around the Christmas tree in our garden. on Monday
20 December al 7 pm when Ncil Adams will be conduct ing an
infonnal service. Wrap up well ! Afterw-ards you can have a
mince-pie or IWO with a hot drink (squash for the children),
The garden is safe and enclosed for the little ones. Ler this be
a first for our communuy and maybe something 10happen once
a year. Please try 10 lel us know if you can come by popping

in when you pass Ihe shop. as thal way we will know how many mince-pies we need 10 bake!

Or you can phone us on 543842. Wc look Iorw-ard to see ing you allthere.
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M F. Refrigeration
Domestic
Refrigeration
Specialist

~"""'''I
Fridges. freezers
& fridge-freezers
Mended, bought
& sold.
01485541539

No job is too odd for the

ODD JOB DEPT
Let the dept do the job that
you can't, won't or just don't

have time to do.
Anything from Assembling flat

pack furniture to creating
Zany greetings cards.

~
541539 0

M ~ SYSTEMS
BURGLAR ALARMS

Looking for security?
then call us now

for your free estimate
Burglar alarm Installati ons

CCTV & Door Entry
All wor1c; guaranteed
Tel: 01485 5442 15 or

07711959183

ALLSORTS
For all your needs

Gardenln lil

Patntl ng

Windo w Cleaning

Cleanins Gutt ers

Car Vale tln g

General Handyman Work
FQr " ~YOI. _ l ........y_.

11PI~c.mn an

0 1485 s.412 16

07947 131064

•
•
•
•
•
•

Red Pumps Garage
Vehicle Repair and Main tenance Specialists

Service and Repair to ALL Makes and Models

Class 4 MOTs - Petrol, Diesel and Catalys t

Brake Safety Centre

Air Conditioning Specialists

Diagnostic Specia lists

All Work Guaranteed and Competi tively Priced

Telephone: 01485 540458
Fax: 01485 544417 Email: redpumps@onetel.net.u k

86 Chapel Road. Dersingham
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Don't Preach - laugh about it
by Len Mauh ews

wh en I was approached to pass on some thoughts and comments, in my own
indomitable style, in this magaz ine I was warned not to preach, If I did attempt to
preac h the article wouldn 't be published. Inevitably, because of the job I have, there
is always an element of preaching within my writings. So I am going to ignore that
warn ing and preach to you.

I have for a long time tempered my preach ing with humour . I feel that one of the
best ways to get people to listen is to treat most things in life with an element of
light-heartedness . I am totally confident that Jesus had a sense of humour, otherw ise
he wouldn't have promoted St Paul to lead the Church. Jokes do not depend on the
words but on the overall situation and the feelings of those who tell the jokes and
more especially those who listen to them. Even the most awful of puns can be seen as
good if they told in the right manner. (The old adage remains true; It's not the joke
that is funny ifs the way that you tell them! ) Stories that are told in fun can change
their message immediately if they are told not to people but at them or if they publicly
show up someone's shortcomings. Because they are told as 'fun' ifs very difficult for
the subjec t of that ' fun' to contradi ct or refute them. All of us bear the scars of jokes
told against us.

I have, over the years, included much humour during the services at St Ccc illa's.
Most of them I distort to become ' religious' jokes, some of them are based around
the Biblical readings for that particular Sunday. I include them. not to be flamboyant
but because humour can help us laugh away the false gods we all worship at some
time or other. When these are gone there is room for a true, a self-critical a kind
persona to grow within us.

Many of the stories I use help us laugh away the false image we have of ourselves
mocking the dishonesty and falsity we all resort to in the course of our lives . These
stories are not to hun . They are there to be laughed away freeing us to be ourselves,
our super-natural as well as our natural selves. Criticism in the form ofjokes isn't
' preachy'. The teller and the listener can decide them selves whether it is relevant to
their situation. It is a good way to enjoy the truth about those pans of ourselves that
respectable sermons cannot reach.

George Bush, senior, died and went to heaven. On arrival he saw a man he
thought was Moses. He introduced himself and asked if the man was Moses. Moses
looked at him and walked away without saying a word. This wasn't Gcorgc's idea of
heaven. The same thing happened a few more times, until in a desperate effort to
find the truth Georgc blocked the way so that Moses couldn't just walk past him.
Then he said, "Look. I'm George Bush and I'm sure you arc Moses: ' Moses looked
straight into his eyes and replied, " I know you are Gcorgc Bush and I am Moses.
What you have 10 remember is that the last time I spoke to a bush I ended up in the
wilderness for forty years!"
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Goose News
" /fe 101'(' h~\'inJ: lhe geese on our f ar", amd lht')· are one oflhe great $ighu in the long.

cold. l.ef'1 k';nUr months:" Edward Cross. a f armer f rom Flitchum

The first few pink-footed geese of the year trickled into the
Snet tisham RSPB Reserve in the second half of Septembe r. By
late October. they were flooding back and yo u shou ld have
see n plenty by now flying between the ir safe roost site on the
reserve and their feeding grounds on local farms • where they
indulge in a high -carb diet of discarded sugar bee t tops. Last
year 100.920 pink- footed gees e spent the winter in West and
North !'orfo lk - over a third of the world popu lation, This is
an unusual situation where modem intensive agriculture and
conservation work wdltogcther. A new informalion lea flet for farmers has been produced b)'
British Sugar. RSPB and Engli sh Nerure aimed at ensuring the geese continue 10 be
welcomed on the fanns w ithout causing damage to crops.

Despite this good news. pink.footed geese arc CUITCTl tly at the «litre o f bo th local and
global green poli tical controversies. Plans for 11 wind fann at Sedgeford have been shelved
because the prc pc scd site was close to one of the ir favoured feed ing areas and there was a
distinct po ssihility that the turbines would act as gian t pale de foil' gras makers! Protests
against the const ruc tion of a massive hydroelectric scheme in Iceland. that will flood 56 km)
of their breeding grounds in order to produce "green" power for an aluminium smelting plant.
have so far bee n less success ful. The geese wou ld have looked down on the start of the
con struct ion of the first phase o f this project as they flew over Iceland en-route for Norfolk.
BirdLife Internatio nal have estimated that as many as one in seven pink- footed geese that visit
lhe UK in winter co uld be affected or displaced by thi s scheme.

As far as our continued enjoyment of the skeins of wild geese at dawn anddusk o ver
Ijcrsingham is concerned. the most signi ficant recen t development is the: phased reduction of
European subsidies for sugar bee t production , Th is is be ing dcn e under pressure from the
World Trade Organisation 10 aid sugar cane growers in equatorial regions, At first sight. this
would appear to be a very worthwhile thing to do because some of these region s arc very poor.
But, having visited sugar cane plantations in Central America and the Caribbea n. I have seen
the downsidc of this croo. Suga r cane monocuttures are virtuall y lifeless (excep t for 11 few fat
cane toads) and they encroach upon some incredibly species rich rainforests , Sad ly. no one
will pay to keep a rainfore st in a country they will never visit • but we all buy sugar that
makes us fat and rots our teeth,

Wc hve in the best part of the country fee sugar bee! production so ahernanve uses for this
prodoce arc urgently needed to compensate for reduced subs idies and increased competi tion.
One of the mos t promising possibili lies is to turn sugar beet into a bio fuel , This is a very
green thing to do, The growing beers take in carbon dio)\ide which is released whe n the fuel is
bu rnt - net effect on the atmosphere - zero. Not only this but our cars could run on this fuel
with only minor adjustments and plastic can he made as a by-product. We may see the day
when we fill our cars with sugar bee t fuel and pay with sugar beet plastic . while the skies arc
as full as ever wit h pink -footed geese, Before we get 10 this happy position . it may be wise 10
expect some downsizmg o f the winteri ng pink-foot ed goose population in Norfol k, Th is is
perhaps no bad thing - somethi ng abo ut eggs and baskets comes to mmd. Dol'id Binghum

P,CIU" UIlup - k e/unJ, c ,'tamp s},oM'i" J: pid-foOfN gvo.'" u"J gas/u'g"
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Carofe Brown Health Centre
Patients Participation Group (PPG)

by T G .Horr;.{ - PPG Chairman
Most readers wi ll now be awa re of the exciting plans to develop a new health

centre in Dersingharn . As part of a public con sulta tion exercise. the PPG held an
open mee ting at St Cec ifia's Church on 28 Octobe r to determine what patients
registered at the CBHC wanted from the new health centre, to discuss any concerns
about the proposed development and to suggest wha t kind of services and facilities
would best serve the co mmunity. The PPG had been advised that those parties
involved with the development were eager to seek the views of the community and
that no limit should be placed. at this stage. on ideas and propo sals for the centre .
No doubt there some financial and planning limi tations will appear in due course !
Copies of the report produced followi ng the meeti ng arc available for reading at
Dersingham Library and at the Carolc Brown Health Centre. Those wishing
additional copies may obtain onc from the Chairman (0 1485 541450) on repay ment
of prin ting costs. (2Op)

The " Flu' Jab Days" were a great SUCCCliS from both disease prevention and a
fundraising viewpo int! It is hoped that some £BOO will be raised through the
Christmas Draw to fund additional fac ilities for patients and this. together with the
Quiz Night on 12 November, should provide an essential boost to PPG funds.
Readers may wish to note that. this month, the PPG has acqui red an additiona l
Aspi rator and some Doppler equipment for the surgery. These will prove invaluable
to the staff of the health centre as they deal with breathin g and other emergencies
and diagnose circulation problems. Because of severe cash co nstrain ts on the NHS
locally, money for such equipment is not curren tly available from statutory sources
and the support of the PPG and others is therefore much appreciated.

As the end of another year approaches. the Chairman and officers of the PPG
would like to thank those who have do ne so much to support our fundrais ing and
other efforts during 2004 and wou ld like to wish you all a Vel)' Happy Christmas and
a Healthy New Year.

Dersingham Infant and Nursery School
We haw a vacancy for a

CLEA:'OER

£164.10 a month (£5.47 per hr)
7.5 hou rs a week + 30 hours holiday clean ing

The hours can be worked before or a fter schoo l to suit the person appointed.
Please ring the school office for an app licat ion fonn.

Telephone 0 14855400 22
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Ders ingham Horticultural Society
October vt eer tng - Slides of high quality, an informative

narrat ive. a large audience whose enthusiasm matched that of our
speaker. Mr. Hennessay, for his talk on "Garden Birds". After

surveying the ten most common birds seen in our gardens acco rding to
the results of the RSPB's annual survey for 2004. he went on 10 describe

the large variety of bird foods which are commercially available. together with the
equipment (e.g. bird tables, feeders, squirrel-proo f cages . ctc.)

Our speaker then emphasised the importance of water in a bird 's life. especially
in winter when, besides the need 10drin k, water must be available for they need 10
keep their plumage in tip-top condition in order 10 keep wann . Next. the
importance of hygiene. Bird tables, feeders and bird baths should be cleaned weekly
without using disinfectants. while keep ing a separate pair of rubber gloves for the
purpose. Garden birds can carry e-col i anti salmonella - so care must be taken .
Insectivorous birds such as tits change their feeding habits in winter when insects
and caterpillars arc unavailable and, with the seed-eating finches. they should be fed
from mid-November until the end of April. Seed spread for ground feeding birds
such as hedge sparrows should not be confined to one area bUI should be scattered
aro und the garden.

After a section on breed ing boxes of various types to suit the differing
requirements of our garden birds, our speaker illustrated some of the ••..-illains..
which we may sec in our gardens - sparrow hawks. magpies, grey squirre ls and
herons. lie finished with slides to illustrate the plants and shrubs whose seeds and
berries can help 10 provide winter food for those delightful visitors to our gardens.
In passing, our speaker also shared IwOslides with us, which he took during the
winter of 1963, of the sea frozen around Hunstanton Pier. Let us hope that the
current pessimistic pred ictions for the oncomin g season prove 10 be inaccurate and a
repeat of 1963 is avoided.

The large audie nce greatly apprecia ted Mr. Hanncssay's talk and I feel sure that
our members' garden birds will enjoy a good diet this winter.

David Clark. 543182

Correction
We have been asked by Mrs Dorothy Birkert of 35 Viceroy Close to make a

correction to the text of lasl issue' s front page item regarding the terrori st scare at
the local Post Office. The packet which w as found to contain sand was, in fact,
addressed by the member of armed forces in Basra to Mrs Birkett, who is a friend of
the family. not 10 her parents. We apologise to Mrs Birkett for any upset the report
may have caused. bUI would like to assure her that the informat ion was printed in
good faith following discussion with people who were close 10 the incident. It is also
our intention in this to give assurance to Mrs Bjrken's neighbours that, des pite the
Police activity around her home. she was on holiday at the time. and totally innocent
of any criminal activity.
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Greenish Fingers' Garden Notebook
September to Early November

A predominately warm and damp summer
and autumn seem to have intensified the scents
of the garden. Honeysuckles, not flowering in
abundance. their blossoms half hidden in lush

foliage, have been delightfully fragrant. There was the lilac in early summer, and. to
my surprise. the clematis Montana Rubens. I' ve always watched out for its !irst
flowers. but have been too absorbed in sowing vege table seeds in mid spring to
notice the Montana's secretive fragrance. This year ' happened to be peering
cautiously into the shrub's stout, woven framework, where I guessed a blackbird was
nest-building, and was assailed by a sweetish almond aroma.

Now, in early November. I stop a moment to enjoy the very last of the Late Dutch
honeysuckle. still bravely flowering despite the wet, and of course the evergreen one
(Japonica, I think). which flowers on and on. And then there' s our large. elde rly
hcbe ("Marjurie", I believe). which is spiked all over in lilac-blue and still drawing
bumbles and a honeybee or two . The bees buzz cross ly as you brush past.

So much is still blooming: Welsh poppies, geraniums. purple toadflax and
crimson campion . bright sunshiny anthemis, and the last of the tallest hollyhocks
this garden has produced in ten years. There are roses too. on a tal l plant that braves
November every year, its son magnolia buds opening to creamy white. We have no
idea what it is called. It is just " the while rose", accepted as part of our garden
"family". Sometimes, I confess, I say "Hullo" to certain familiar shrubs and trees.
I' m one of' vthose'' who tend 10 talk to plants. birds, wonns and beetles .

Plants in this garden jostle for space , I suppose because we leave many seed
heads at summer 's end for the birds to feed on. Greenfinches. goldfinches. all the tits
and of course the sparrows, will swing on plant stems to reach the seeds. Favourites
are lavender flowers. most of which we don't remove until April. and the seedheads
of opium poppies. beloved by bluetits. The opium poppy, that stately queen of
annuals (in my opinion), has the most perfectly formed seedhcad. A small marvel of
nature. I don't cut flowers for the house. preferring to see them "a-blowing and a
growing", but the odd deadheading "mistake". or perhaps blooms from a marigold
I' ve had to compost before its time. will find their way to the kitchen windowsill.

In November. a plain glass jar of poppy seedheads atop the ir minimalist stems,
11 0 leaves, no side-shoots. no frills, stands on the sill to gladden my eye. There are
more elsewhere in the house. beautiful simplicity against cream walls. They, and the
silhouettes of the garden. will see me through the winter.

The men with the muck- rakes are often indi spensabl e to the well-being of
society; but only if they know when to sto p rak ing the muck.

Them/on' RO<J.'f,ve/r / 85H./9/9. N :f pr il / WJ(,
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Whi spers from the Bog
H December - 10 " ehrua rJ

With the warm sum mer months now long gone. Ders ingbam Hog takes on a
distinctly Scotti sh feel. The open. flal conditions of the bog offer little shelter again st
the prevailing northerly winds and only the hardiest of creatures remain throug hout
the win ter. Loo king ou t ove r the bog from the higher dry heath . the richly
con trastin g hues o f rnauves. browns and yellows him at the wide variety of plants
that 1i\'C there. the majority of which have now 'closed down ' for the winter to
con serv e energ y. AI fin-I glan ce, the bo g may appear deserted . However. on the
right day and with a little patienc e. it is surprisi ng how ma ny species of bird can be
seen. Meadow pip its arc perhaps the most frequent species. fliuing acros s the bog
look ing for food and see king shelter from birds of prey such as the hen harrier. barn
ow l, short-cared owl and sparrowhawk. In the cvenings. large numbers of wildfow l
travel 10 the reserve from the Wash, preening and wash ing the salt from their
feathers in the fresh wa ter pools, be fore uave thng inland 10 feed and/or roost .
C rossbills are also reliant on the freshwater pools and can sometimes be seen as they
fly 10 and from the bog to drink or. as the y feed in the tops of the surrounding pine
trees. Brambling. sisk m and redpoll cun also be abundan t throughout the winter
mon ths and Wolfenon cliff provides an exc elle nt vantage po int to sce these species
feeding in the pines below. Many species of bird gathe r in nod s throughout the
winter months, inc reasing their chances of find ing prod uctive feed ing sites and
gaining sa fety in num bers. Large area s of the wood land can see m devoi d o f life at
this time uf year. However, findin g one o f these roving flock s of bi rds quickly
d ispels any such noti on. These bustling flocks can include many hundreds of
individuals o f a wide-range o f species. includ ing: coa l tit, grea t tit, marsh tit, wi llow
tit. long-tailed tit, gold crcst. siskin, redpol l and if you are very lucky. lesser spotted
wood pecker. A R Murray -I November l 004

Have you Recently Retired to West Norfolk?
If so. have ,"(l U hnu~h t J OUI'" copies of

D.:ItSIN(;U..H1 K I ~G ' S L\"~N

Then and r\",", T hen and No,",
Portrait of a \'iIIa~e Portr a tt of a Tow n

I~I' Sill/Oil stosscn & Il alta B laf/(:\" hy It'a/ft'" b taney <~ Simon M a.I'.W'Tl

These two hooks use photogra phs o ld and new. accompanied by full descriptions, to
compare life in Dcrsingham and King's L)1U1 at the beginning and end o f the twentieth
century. All pr oceeds from the sales are donated to Campa ign Care '94 for the bene fit o f
Tapping I louse Hospice and The Bob Champion Cancer Trust. Both books cos t £5.00.
The King 's L)1U1 book is available from Otlakar'!\ Bookshop in Norfolk Street, King 's
Lynn, and the Dersingham book can be obtained by phOlling 01485 544 733.

Both books make ideal Christmas Presents.
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Ways With Sprouts
by June Stephenson

Brussels sprouts are plentiful in the shops now, so it is a pity nol to make full use
of them while they are in season. They are recommended , too , for their health-giving
propert ies. The follow ing tips to r their use may be helpfu l:
Basle Roiled Spro uts:

You need about 150g!6 oz sprouts per person. Wash, remove tough or old outer
leaves and any corky stem. Cut each sprout in half, or quarter it if big. Coo k in Icm!
'I. inch boiling water for 3 to 5 minutes. no more, with lid on pan. Drain well . Add a
knob of buner or margarine to the sprouts in the pan, and seasoning to taste . Ce lery
salt may be a healthier alternat ive to sail. Add chopped parsley or chives . Serve at
once and really hot. (Tip: Don 't keep them in a steamy pan as they will overcook.)
Sprout Salad:

Allow 2 or 3 sprouts per person, depending on size. Wash the sprouts, dry in a
clean teatowel. shred finely. Add a fine ly sliced, very fresh celery stalk, half a nice
cri sp apple, unpcclcd, cored and roughl y chop ped. add a little finely chopped raw
onion if you like. Mix all in a bowl with a sprinkling of lemon juice and a
teaspoonful of olive o il. (Tip: Experi ment with the proport ion of ingredi ents added to
the sprouts; you may like a predominately appley or oniony flavour, for instance.)

The following is a suggest ion from an old coo kery boo k 1 inherited many years
ago :

You will need a quantity of Brussels sprouts and half the ir weight in sweet
chestnu ts. Coo k the sprouts as abo ve. Don't overcook . Make a cut in the pointed end
of each chestnut and boi l them for 12 minutes. Pee l the outer and inner skins from
the chestnuts, keepin g the ones you aren 't dealing with in hot water. Melt a knob of
butter in a pan and shake the drained sprouts and chestn uts in this until well coated.
Season to taste, and serve with the main course. be it roas ted meal or a nice "veggie"
nul roa.s1.

Dersingham Infant and Nursery School
Have you registered your child for school yet?

Just a reminder to parents that if your child will be five between I September
2005 and 31 Augu st 2006 you need to register your child to start school as soon as
you can . You can do this by popping into ou r schoo l to complete a registration fonn.
I am always happy to show parents around our school before you make your
decision. Also, we do have a space or two in ou r nursery for January so if your child
will be four before 31st December 2005 please con tact us if you arc interested . l oo k
forwa rd 10 hearing from you .

Jack ie Austin - Headteucher
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Oersingham in the 19th Century
"The Carr ier"

by Eli:af¥th Fiddick
Essential to the life of the Dersingbam in

the 19th century. espec ially before the advent
of the railways, was the carrier and the
coac hes and wago ns that provided transport
to and from King 's l ynn and neigh bouring
towns. Roads had been improved in the late
I Rth ce ntury and many toll roads had been
constructed. The map of 1797 shows a
substantial road from Lynn to Demngharn.
From Dersingham onwards it became

smaller and narrower, On 4 Apri l. 1811 in the reign of King George III an act was
presented to parliament. " For repairing the road from the East Gate of King s Lyn n
to the North End of Babingley Lane and 10 extend the road fro m thence 10

Darsingham in the County ofNorfolle." The Act continued that the "road leading
fro m the North End ofBabingley Lane through the parishes of BaMnglt.'): Woiferton.
and Sandringham 10 the sign ofthe Dun Cow ill Darsingham if much our ofrepair.
incommodious and dangerous for travellers and eallnol be tllectin..Jyamended and
kt>pt in repair by orrlinary court ofla" : " 11 continues with a pica for an act 10 be put
in place for the purpose of "amending, widening. improving, and keeping in repair
the road through the parishes of Babingley, W0lft.'n on, Sandringham to the sign uf
The Dun Cow Dar.finghllm. .. However it continued that "No turnpike or Tollgate
shall be erected or .\'('1 up, or toll cotlected.... uIHm any pari of the said road. "
Bryam 's map of 1826 shows a substantial road fro m Dersingham into King 's Lynn .
Presumably a to ll would only be paid on entering l ynn at Bab ingley. The carrier
would transport goods and sometimes people. A Commercial Directory of 1830
records Abraham Gay's cart leaving from The Bushel in King' s Stree t. Lynn fo r
Dcrsin gham every Tuesday and Saturday afternoon . Abraham Gay fanned arable
land ofT Manor Road owned by John Motteu x of Sandringham . Sometime before
1845 Abraham became Proprietor of the Coc k Inn. now The Feathers. Aftcr Gay.
John Atk ins took over, leaving Dersingbam for Lynn on market days every Tuesday
and Saturday at 9 am. In 1845 Abraham Davis became the carrier. Abraham was
born in 18 13 in Dcrsingham. li e appears on both the 1851 and 188 1 census. He was
unmarried and is still recorded as the carrier in 1883. He died on 14 January 1899
aged K6 years and his funeral is reported in the Pari sh Magazine, The vicar Edward
Penney recalls the old man and brings him to life for us, " The fllIiel mice of
Abraham Davis {the obliXiflX old carrier] It'a.\' heard[or many years 01/ the Lynn
Road on market days urging on his steady old horse. Did he ever use a whip? "
From the 18S0's William Hegg is recorded as a carrier. The census of 185 1 records
five fami lies called F1egg in the village. Four were wheelwrights. Robert Flegg had a
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son William who was 7 in 1851. Could this be our carrier? By 1896 Thomas Rudd
and George M itchell travel to Lynn each Tuesday, Thu rsday and Saturday. return ing
the same day. The Directories also record that there were other carriers passing
throug h the village particularly on market days. From Snett isham came James
Twiss' cart and a Sociable every morning at 6 (Sundays excepted ) to the Star in
Norfolk Stree t. Rawthorne 's cart from Heacham trave lled to and from The Black
Horse in Chape l Street . Lynn . From Hunstanton came Wales' cart bound for The
Plough in King Street. Lynn. There were also the Mail carts that travelled to the
Lynn Post Offi ce. The Commercial Directory records that "Letters fro m Castle
Rising. Heacham. and Snettisham arrive by Penny Post every afternoon at halfpast
fo ur. and are despatched every morning at halfpast nine. " In 1836 the mail gig left
Dersingham for Heacham at 1I am and for Lynn at 2 pm. In 1845 and 1854 the P OSI

Office in Dersingham is at lsaac Bunn 's. I believe this was the long cottage next to
Red Pumps Garage. Letters arrive by 7 am and are despatched at 6.15. lsaac Bunn
died in 1868. 17 years after his wife Judah . Enoch Beckett then look over the Post
and he, followed by his daughter Alice Maud. ran the post well inlO the 20th century.

THAT'S
ENTERTAINMENT

Music Hall a Nostalgic
Triumph

OUTRAGEOUSI
"The Oerslngham Dolli,,~

(normally most respectable
village ladies!) slruttlng tlleir
stuffon stage. From lefl. they
ale JeanBarber. Pat Moss.
Dolsiace and Gilly Canny

Photo: BfianSherratt

A grand total of £I .31O was raised for funds to improve SI Nicholas Church Hall,
Dersi ngham. by an Old Time Music Hall on two evenings in early October. About 40
performers and helpers. ranging from teenagers to pensioners, from the village and
surrounding area got togethe r for two months of rehearsals, having never previously
performed together as a troupe. It turned out to be ju st what they had hoped for - a
feast of nostalgia filled with music. dance. comedy. magic and Victorian melodrama.
And it was not merely a triumph of community spirit and involvement. but also great
fun. It was the first such entertainment in Dersingharn in many years and completely
sold out - a tota l of 200 seats over the IWO nights. A ploughman 's supper helped to
keep the atmosphere going during the interval. The organisers wish to thank various
local businesses for their generous sponsorship.
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AROMATlIERAPY MASSAGE
Ladies onl),

Nick Cross
Painter & Decorator

01485609223
07746 833228

Clean Tech

Telephone : 01485 543806

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Call for a quote on your suite

Top Quality
Professional Service

Member of jhe FHT

Tel: 01485 570 I02

RH LEXOLOGY

C Thomson MICHT

Tc!: 0779 505 7788

CARLTON' S SOLID FUEL
S~IOKELESS & O PEN FI RE FUELS

APPROVED COAL MERCH ANT
GREAT MASSING HAM

QUALITY FUELS
DISCO UNTS AVAILA BLE

NEXT DAY DELIVE RY IF REQUIRED

FOR A Q UOT E OR TO ORDER
TF.L: 01485 520637 or 07780 776576
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SOME MEMORIES OF THE VILLAGE IN
WORLD WAR ONE

Notes recorded by the late JJr~.Gladys T...·;te
Q uee n Alexandra 's 70'· Birthday - nee 1914

In the Parish Magazine Jan 15'". Had it not bee n for the
war, much more notice would have been taken of the fact that
Her Majesty reached her 70111 year on Dcc 1st but it was het
express wish that day shou ld be kept quietly. However with
her usua l kindn ess she enterta ined the children on the estate
on that day. Our children had their lea in the Institute (Church
Hall), and before they left gave three hearty cheers for their
Royal Hostess as we ll as for the friends who had prepa red and
served the tea. During the afternoon the follow ing telegram
was dispatched to Marlborough House. "230 Dersingham
children having lea in the Institute o ffer their thanks to Her

Majcsty for the same and send the ir congratulations and good wishes ." The follow ing reply
was received. "Vicar, Please accept and convey my best thanks to the Dersingham children for
their good wishes, and tell them how pleased I am they have enjoyed themselves. Alexandra."
Local Air Raid - J an 1915

In the magazine Feb 1915 it refers to the Air Raid. The night of Jan 19 will long be
remembered by all in the village as the time when we had our first taste of actual warfare. If
the co ld blooded murder of women and childre n can be called wa rfare. It was at 10.45 pm that
the bomb that damaged Snettis ham church was seen by Mr Parker, and others, to fall and
explode, and then came a loud report wh ich shook all the houses in the village. A very few
minutes later the airship passed ove r the village and across Sandringham Park to the
Hillington Road and thence to Lynn where much dama ge was done . It was guided where to
turn off from the Lynn Road for Sandringham by a motor car which flashed powerful lights
skywards at Linfords corner and outside Dersingham lIall. We are thankful no dama ge was
done in our village and no bombs dropped in the parish. The fo llowing Monday about 150
grenadiers arrived at the village and took up their quarters in the Institute and Foresters Hall
but a fter two days they wcre all moved to Sandr ingham. The Institute had a very martial
appearance with 70 men quart ered in il and a sentry with fixed bayonet keep ing guard. After
that abo ut 40 of the Royal Navy Aircra ft Squadro n have been billeted in the place.
Derstngnam in Kbakl - o« 1915

In a magaz ine Oct 1915 we read of Dcrsingham in Khaki. Seldom has there been greater
anx iety in our village during the early part of last month. when we were waiting fur new s of
our " terriers" who wc hea rd had been in action at the Dardanelles. As far as could be
ascerta ined they landed near Sulva Bay on Tues. Aug 10" and almost immediately came under
shell fire . On the 12" the great battle began and the Sandringham Co mpany on the right of
the line, not having as many of the enemy in front o f them as those on the left, keenly dashed
forward ahead of the Brigade into difficult country. The intense heat and thirst caused many of
them to beco me exhausted . and this exhaustion beca me acute. No doubt when the rest of the
Company had to retire 10 their trenches some or meexhausted men were taken prisoners, and
it was hoped to hear that they were safe in Asia Minor. Capt Beck and about thirteen other
officers were missing. Alle r the battle out of 91 men in the Sandringham Company 63
answe red the Roll Call, 5 were wounded , 2 sick and 21 missing. this did not include officers .
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His Majesty King George. with his usual considerariou for ot hers. had mOlit graciously
telegraphed io Sir len Hamilton for new s of Capt Beck and the Sandringham Company. In a
telegram thal His Majesty sent 10 Mr A rthur Beck he said, I beertily sympathy (sic ) with the
families who arc left in suspense. but I am proud that the banalion fought so splend idly. They
had only been allowed one pint of .....arer a day. but being near the sea they were able 10 bathe
every day w hich compensated SOITIC\lo hat for the lack of soap and water,
Agitated Pbeasa nts - April 1916

In a magazine in April 19 16 we read "we have never heard the pheasants as ag itated as
they .....ere between 3 and 4 on the morni ng of March 2<:J- It .....as just the time when 6S
aeropl anes of the all ies were dropping some five tons of bombs on Zeebrugge. Could me birds
have heard the explosions. ilJ....l1w distance away.
T he Rood ~ntn - IlK 1917

On Nov 11th 011 the Choral Eucharist, the Vicar dedicated a very notable and beautiful
addit ion to Ihe ornaments of the church. Several years ago an anonymous friend gave us the
hand some oak cross that surmounts the screen. and now ther e: have been added 10 it the
figures of Our Lord . His Mother, and St John . These figures were always 10 be found on the
screens in Ihe days gone by, so we are only repla cing wha t the builders o f the church placed in
it. We have to than k Mr Fred Rolfe for this splendid gift for it is he who has given them in
memory of our Dersingham men who have been killed in the war. For centuries, in all
probabilit y they wi ll stand there. not on ly to preach their si len t sermon on the one gree t
Aton ing Sac rifice for sins, but also a testimony 10 our grat itude to the brave men who fough t
and died 10 save England, and to crush a gigan tic and despotic power. The figures are very
finely carved and are the work of Messrs Hany Hems and Sons the well known carvers of
Exeter. A sma ll brass pla te is being engraved and will be fixed on the back of the screen
bearing the insc n prion vfo the glory of God and in memory of Dcrsingham men killed in the
war, Frederick Rolfe placed the three figures on this screen. 1 917 o~

Christmas
by Joa n Adams

w e're goi ng home for Chrilitmas.. I rang and said we'd come,
I can hardly wait tc hug and kiss my darling Dad and Mum,

Tbere'Il be a welcome there. I know, and love. and smi ling faces.
And arms outstretched to greel us with so many fond embraces.

•
In the hall hangs misilesoe, for 1111 10ki...~ beneath.

While outs ide on Ihe cottage door there hangs a bolly wreath ,
There'I l be turkey in the oven. a pudd ing on the stove,

With brandy sauce, and hol m ince pies. and all the things we love .
•

Young children round the Ct nrstmas tree all making lots o f noise,
So anx ious to unwrap thei r gifts of hoo ks and swee ts and toys,

And in the evenings when it' s dark, we 'Il tum the lights down low,
And sit aroun d to laugh and chat in the firelight's cosy glow.

Th o men look oul through t he u mt ban :
One sees m ud . and o ne the stano

F,."dm c-! !.Jl"ghriJgf" /S49·/9lJ. 'A C/ll.iIt'nJj(!uI.., lh""KIII~ (/896} '

34



lssur 3/

ALEC LESLlE HOOKS 100 years old on 12 March 2005
As written by his son Peter J. Hooks

rei: 0/1568925 11 E-muil: p.hooh@.brealhemail.net

Alec Leslie Hooks was born at "Pleasant
Place" in Dersingham. on 12 March 1905. The
youngest and last survivor ofa family of five
gir ls and three boys. he attended the loca l
school and left at 13 years to work as a
woodman on the Royal Estate at Sandringham
where his father and bro ther were a lso
employed. His brother Bob Hooks working in
the gardens and Alec in the saw mill. Alec
reca lls that during the 39 years he worked on
the Sandringham Estate, starting in 1918. he
served George V, Edward VIII, George VI. and

the present Queen until 1957 when he moved to Hampshi re. Alcc enjoyed his
football. playing at inside right or centre forward. for the Uersingham first learn and
remembers scoring a goal in his first game. lie played in many league and cup
matches and holds medals 10 prove it. Others in the team at that time were Wallace
Twite. Bob Hooks. Cheddcr Walker (Capn.Cyril Fill.. Stan ley (sausage) Bird. Alec
later beca me a referee reach ing county status. Alec still supports Norwic h City from
his ann chair. Alec met Mary. who was to be his life-long partner in Thornham. Mary
and Alec were married at Hunstanton Methodist Church on 24th September 1929 by
the Rev. Percy Farrar, On gett ing married Alec and Mary sett led in Dersingham
(when they were married their income was 30/- (£1.50) per week and their rent was 5/
(2Sp) per week) . They lived at No 3 Centre Vale for the first few years of their married
life. Alec and Mary then bought a house in Dun Cow Lane (Lyon Road) named it
"Hohnfi rthvand moved into this house befo re their son Peter was born on 21st May
193~ . Mary played the Wesleyan Methodist church organ for 20 years and was very
involved in church life. Alec was Society Steward. Circuit Steward and Local
Preacher for 60 years . Others in the Methodist church at this time were Leslie Tuck.
Charlie Rayncr, Waiter Sentcr (Sen rer's corner), Mr Chitvers (Station Master) Mr
Harry Emrncrson. John Emmerson father. Nurse Earle, Miss Wardale, Sa lly Blowers
Margaret Senter, and Elizabeth Flegg. Alec was a member of the local Parish Counci l
and also secretary of the Ocrsingham Branch of the Ancient Order of Oddfellows. He
was a founder member of Toc I1 in Dersingham with Rolly Linford (Linford 's corner)
and Aubrey Bell. In 1937 Alcc juincd the Royal Observer Corps and served in this
capac ity until 1945. Spott ing and reponing on friend ly and enemy aeroplanes.
Watching the lights go out on the dood le bugs and repon ing on the bombers as they
flew ove r the Norfolk coast to drop their bombs inland on the cities of England . Alec
was on parade when King Oeorge VI inspected the local co rps at York COllage on the
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Sandri ngham Estate when the King came from the churc h service at Sandringham.
Also in the Corps at this time were John (Jack) Bunn, Edward Parker (Parkers corner)
Archie Reid, Bob Hooks. and Charlie w eight. Alec has a photograph of this parade.
Mary and Ak'C took in two evacuees . Joe. eventuall y to be adopted by Jimmy and
become Joe Jackson and Pamela Bysouth. In 1957 Alec and Mary moved from
Ders ingham to Hampshire. 1979 was a specia l year for Mary and Alec. That year
they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary and their first Grear-grendchijd.
Richard was born. In April of that year Alcc received Royal Maundy Money from the
Queen in Winchester Cathedral. This event was more than just a meeting with Her
Majesty. it was a re-union with his fa nner employer. Her Majesty must have
recognised his name for at Winchester. Alec was contacted before the Maundy service
and told that a message had come from Windsor that the Queen wanted Alec to make
himself known to her at the presentation. The Queen at the presentation spoke to him
and said "You were there a long time", and chatted about his time al Sandringh am.
Alec treasures his Maundy money but has other memorabilia from other Royal
connections . He has letters from Princess Elizabeth. As one of lhe Estate Employees
they bought her 21st Birthday and Wedding presents. He also possesses a "Thank
you" letter for his part in the vigil maintained O\ 'eT the body of King Gcorge VI at
Sandringham Church in 1952. He is also proud ofa Royal Coat ofArms. a souvenir
from the old steam tractor he used to drive on the Estate. On 7 December 1985. as
Mary became more disab led with arthri tis. they moved into a bungalow at 23
Bcllevue. Whitchureh. RG28 7DA. There they spent three happy years. On 4
December 1988 Mary died, Alec continues to live in Bellevue and to mainta in his
independence. living on his 0\.\-11. though almost totally blind and quite frail. but he is
very "with if". and vividly remembers events that took place in the village between
1905 and 1957. He is able to live on his own with much help from family and friends.
who read the Village Voice to him.

RAOB Presentation
Members of the Sandringham Branch of the Royal Antediluvian Order of

Buffaloes (RAOBfThe Butts) have raised £1.500 for the East Anglian Air
Ambulance . The money was collected from the members of the lodge since 20 May
2004 . Mr Peter Mendham. fundraising co-ordinator of the Air Amb ulance was
presented with the cheque by Ken Conle y. a founder member of the lodge. along with
the members of the lodge. on Tuesday 9'hNovember. The lodge has only 10
members. so it was a very great effort. The dona tion brings the amount of money
raised for the Air Ambulance to £3. 100 in the last three years, A cheque for £620
was also presented to the Norfolk and Norwich Institute for the Blind (King's Lynn
Branch) on 20 May 2004.
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SPITFIRE PILOT RETURNS TO THE
SITE OF HIS WARTIME CRASH

"On 11 Jlu)' 1911, Fligh t U rulrnunl ..41rx
l illr ...'u on hi.~ thi,d flixhl flf th l' duy fl u t Ilf
CornM'ull und acron to 8riltan)~ "h part of th l'

: I,.ad up III D-Dsy Ihr RAF 10'0 ' rn/l:0J:t'd ;n
b"'''binx rail"'a,n and olhr , .\I,a'rgir: ,fi'n . snd
A I,.x Iwd f Ollnd a t,oop train ""hit'h rr ,'t'i.'"d
hh a" rntitm, FI}'inK low ItI n r:up" Ih,. (;,.,man
, udu, u/l hud gonl' It'r/l until ht' tu , nrd rrady
1/1 fly hom l', Jlounud tm thr bsd of Ihr t, uin.
mann,.d by \ om l' Undl'rlilandahl)' i,aU ., tl/dir rli
hrnl un Tt'l'rngr f '" Ih ,. .fht/ll/ing up of Ihri ,

I, u;n, It'O, 0 mfld ,inr Xlln, A/rx tm l)' puu,f,.d [or a mtlmrnl und lijtrd hif plunr . xh,,"'inX
I", hup,f s lin lr to" mU"h brll}~ ..'hill' hr " ird 10 r:h,.d on ,h,. , ,.\' of hi.~ ,~q llod"m, Thi.,
It'U.' rnoux h to rn,.u' r 'hal hi.~ ,fpitji, r It 'U.f hit. W

So commences a fascinating doc ument by Sandy Brownjohn" , recording the
events that followed this incident and of a return to the sire where Alcx's Spitfire
crashed. of his meet ing w ith the French people who helped him at the time. and of a
nostalgic visit to the graves of two of his colleagues who had been killed in action,
one, Erik Jacobsen. wh ilst on the same mission as Alex . and the other. ' Pussy'
Catte rmoul, who was shot dow n only ten days later.

The loca l people who rescued Alex from his plane w ishcd 10 save him from
capture by the Germa ns. but . due to his injuri es. had 10 lake him to a nearby
farmhouse where he could rest and recover. and where arrangements could be made
for the local Resistance group to hide him. It was Alex's bad fortune that he was
betrayed to the Gennans by someone in the neighbourh ood and was taken prisoner.
moved 10 nearby La Martyre, then prison in Paris and two weeks later to Stalag Lull
J on the Polish border.

",-4/1,., .fi 'C mtmth ~ th r' r h r und Ihr other p,ifOn,.n It'r'" maJl' ,., murch 90 mi/r,f
throux h thr .fn " ... and cold .If thl' It';ntrr of / 9/ / 115 'n u \«lm d pri.mn camp 131
Ludrnlt'uld, :lfIu th IIf Br,lin. uml i ' " 'a.f anolh" \ i.'C mllnlhJ bf-fi"l' ' ht')' It 'C'rr jinfllly
, rlru .•rd by ,-4 m" k un fJ('cup)'ing f o' "n. W

Sandy's documen t gives a full accou nt of their visit 10 France. durin g .....hich she
acted as "driver and qua.~i-interpr~t~r " as well as recording rhe events which took
place and the warm welcome given to them by the French people with whom they
were in contact , Due to limitations on space it is impossible for me to reproduce the
whole of her accou nt here. but she puts into graphic detail the poignancy of the visits
to the graves of Atcx's fanner co lleagues, of standing in the field where Alex ca me
down. the sight of the farmhouse to w hich he was taken. and meeting the people who
had been involved in rescu ing him from his aircraft .

In a village ca lled Lanvigeu r they were fortunate enough to find a guide in the
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person of Michel Baron. who had been 9 years old at the time of the crash, and who
""nno' all th~ pf!flp/~ and pla crs "'~ n~~d~d 10 ,·i,dt...• /I,. IfHlA U,to•• up u lan ,. 10 Ularm
compl..x ,,'hf!'~ .uieh~1 eul1~d (>Ill und un t'ldt'rl)' mun flpp~art'd. /It' "'Q.~ .~hon und fri..ndl)'
allll lm.At'd a littl,. lii~ a .'pri/~ ...ith hi.~ a/~r1. impi.,h luc~ und bright IK'iniling ~'n
Drr;wd in comlOr1uhl~ bro..'n l urminR d(lth~.,. hj.~ U~l1inRron., ~tuff~d ,,'jth -'lru.... h~
camt' Il/ward., U~ t'uR~rl): /I~ .'~Int'd u [ew du)'.~ ' Xrt."'lh 01 b~u,d "'hieh hud gon~ H)'ond
Ih~ d~sign~r I/" bhl,. und .I/'l,b mf}.~")' B".ll/n which ..,,. lound ,'in uoll)' imptl"ibl,. 10

und, r' tand.
BUI ..'~ I..arn"d rhut h,hud ,""n Ih , man M'hfJ al l l )'l'a~ 01 agt' hud .~,.,.n Ih~ eru.~h

and ru , h, d to h ,lp A/~:c t.ut tif ,h" eod pi' und rd,o.l~d him Imm hi.' harnn .'J. /I, tml/( UI
up Ih~ fi~/d b}' hi.I hou I' und ., h fJ M.,.d u.' , x ll,.,I)' M'h,." th , plun~ hod com, do ...n. /li.1
graphic "Bt,,'m! Bt,,'m! Boom ! " indical~d ,h,,' lh, Spitfir~ hud 'lIi , n th~ tops off Ih, ,,,.,~'

a.s i, aa.\l"d in ,h, " arro'" holloM' '"la". us. "
The couple were to return the following day and on arriva l .." , , ,,,,,,.d 10 find

,'irtua ll)' th , M'h"/, ~xt~nd~d l amil}' 1I,\\,mbl, d. rixhl d"M'n t" xrond,·hild".n. ,\ 'ina th~ ce t
find sundry' dllRS.••A reporter Inlm L, Td'K rumm.. " 'U,I ubtl pr~,I..nl, a ,1 " 'U.I th, "Id mayt"
"I tu ," IIrt)·".,..' h" r..portrr mud' c(lp ioul n(l/'.I...0" '"inK ud' d if,h, du)' ol ' h, era, h
hud ~,,, his fin t m;.' ., it)/f. .uex r~pli"d thu l h~ hud actuul1y ftt,..,,, mo". lii, t .. VI hundrl'd
b)' ,h~n, BiII l,.,.m~d 11 lin l, ine,..Jul"u.\ ,10 I j udXt'd thot thil ..'UI th, tim~ to KO IIndI ..,eh
Alu \ m~Jah which ...,. hud bft/IlKht in ,h, K//II'~ ptlcirl al ,h , cur. Tht' DFC purticularl}'
look ,ht'ir utt~n l;tln, li'~n~d b}' ,h,m 10 rh, Lt'gitl/l d'/ltl/ln~ur. and il " '0 1 pun~d urtlund
I m' ull ttl .\ 1', ••• Thl'''' MWI U nic~ linl, "'ueh ofhumtlur "'h~n Ih, r~pt'rt~r ull"d AI,:c if ht'
rt'm,mb~r~J how Itn'K Ih, journ,,)' rt. PU' ;'I hlld tflkl'n. , -t /~x r~plit'd thu t h~ thtluXh, ir " 'U.I

ub"ut t..',. Juy s. ut "'hieh 11'" 01 rh, m,n ,, ~,tliJ in French , " Th,,' 's hl'c" uu )'ou 'd htlm~d

ul1 lIur rflil"·a,.-s! "W

This is a touching story about one Dersingham resident who 'did his bit' during
the war, and I would like to thank Sandy for pcnn ining me to use extracts from her
document.

" " Rl'tu rn 10 Kriltan)': 22 St.'pll' mbt.-r - 27 Sl'p ll'mbl'r 2{l{).1
(A rl'cord or Alu. \"a ll'" journl') back d tu 60 )t'lIn)W Sa nd)' Kro" njohn 2{l{).1

Photo lell: Alex
meets his rescuer for
the first time since
his crash 60 years
ago.
---

Picture right: the
story about Alex's
return visit which
was carried by
French ncwspaper
'Le Telegrammc'
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Oersingham Station and the King's Lynn to Hunstanton Line
by [l,ck M,-[I"'l of SUtltll' H II'm)'

The King's Lynn to Hunstanton _ railway line was buih in IK60,
being opened in IK62 at a cost of . £110,000 , it closed down in May
1969. Before the line was built two horse-drawn omnibuses went from
Hunstanton to King's Lynn by way (If Hcacham. Sneuis ham.
Ders ingham and Ca stle Risin g, every day except Sundays. At this
time Dersingham Station was built, with the steuo nmastcr:s house right next to the East
platform, and a waiting room on the West platform. Next to the crossing gates there was an
iron footbridge so that passengers could cross over the line safely from one platform to the
other. Right at the bottom of Station Hill, next to the track. was the Station 1I0te!, and next
door were six cottages that were built for the railway workers such as signalmen and porters,
There was a goods yard to the village side of the station where the coal would come in from
the midlands to be collected by the three coal merchants in the village - the Nurse brothers.
Mr Bird and Fyffe Wilson - also, all the fann ers from the surrounding area would take their
sugar beet and corn to the station and load it onto trucks 10 go to the factory and silos in
King's Lynn. Until about 1956 all the trains were steam, but after that they started to change
to diesel railcars, except for the excursions which had up to ten carriages pulled by large
diesels. In the summer you would get ten to twelve of these go through Dersingharn every day,
and on Sunday you would get as many as twenty, all going through to Hunstanron. In 1953,
when we had the great flood, the water came to within twenty yards of the line and the
station, bUI between l leacham and Hunstanton part of the line was washed away and was
closed for about two weeks. Hcacham station was classed as a junction. because you eould
change there to go along the branch line to wetls-nexr-thc-Sca In those days there were not
many houses down by the station and it was about a mile 10 the middle of the village. but.
until the middle of the 1950$, Dersingham station was quite busy. with the first train in the
morning (The Fcnman) from Hunstanton to Liverpool Street (London) coming through at
about 6,45 am and the last train in the evenings from King's Lyon to Hunstanton at about
10.30 pm. It was a sad day on a Saturday in May 1969 when the last train went through
Dersingham after 107 years. A lot of people have had ideas about getting the line open again.
Ihc hest idea being to open it with steam trains like mosc at the North Norfolk Railway. but I
am afraid that, up to now. that has not come about. We used to get a lot of tires on the Fen, on
the Shut Up Common and on the Heath (Open Common). A lot of these fires were started by
the steam trains as the railway line ran along the edge of the Fen. and. as the trains left
Dcrsmgham. the stoker would rake out the bottom ashes and throw them out onto the side of
the line, before he put fresh coal on to get up steam, these ashes would set the grass alight
beside the track and the fire would spread to the Fen. Most of the time they were only small
fires and the Fire Brigade would put them out in no time, but I well remembe r one fire, in the
September of 1954, that spread right across the Fen and to the Eight Mile Stone Corner. The
flames jumped the road (old A149) and spread to the Shut Up Common as far as the
allotments gate. Until 1950 the Parish rubbish tip was just to the right inside the Shut Up
Common gate, ami this would often get on fire by means of the sun shining on broken glass.
This would then spread to the grass and bushes on the Common. Aftcr 1950 when the rubbish
tip was moved up to the sandpits. the same thing would happen there. There were. at that
time. so many fires on the Fen that a fire break and track was made from the sand pit right
around the Fen as far as wolrerton CuI. The fire engines were then able to get to the fires

mueh more quickly to put them out.
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CHRIS TYANA FABRICS

A.s:K. FRAMES & & BLINDS

Things Fur Curtains ~( Soft FlIrn i.\·h ;ng~

IIA VE "lOVED TO
Picture Framin2 Specialists 40 Lp '" Road. Derslngba m

OPEN
Gifts, Ca rds, Clocks. Mon 10 Fri 9-4 Sa ts 9-1

Batteries, Photoframcs Halfpric-e fabric all year round
.'tIaking-up service at competitive rU I'-'.\

6/ Manor Road Free qlllJta/imu and fitting service -

DERSINGIIAM no ohligutit1ll.\

Tel: 01485 540292 014855411J1 orin 052897

YOGA CI.ASSES RF:'START I N JANUAH.Y
ENJOY FLlXIBI Ll TY. BOIlY TO:'\ I.'\G. Rt:LAXAT ION & A II EAI.T III F.R u n :.... FEEL & LOOK YOUNGER!

JOIN OU R FRIEN DLY GROUr FOR lJAYT IME YOGA SESSIONS
CO MPLET E BEGINNERS O R MORE ADVANCE D STU DENTS - ALL WELCO Nl E

(Y OU ' RE NEV ER TOO OLD OR TOO UNFITTO ENJOY TI lE BENEFITS OF YOGA )
To book lour pl an ' or more detaus, ....e llotacl RI" on (0 1553 8 10328) or f-o mail; [!!.Ul;.~bolM.!!.&.!i

FLOWERS BVVVONNE
~~~

25 MANOR R OAD IJERSINGIIA M

01485 540628rs'/ \ .;;;:,. YOUR LOCAL FLORIST
FOR A Ll- YOUR OCCASIONS

G IFT BOUQ UETS

~~~SYM PATHY FLOWERS
FUNERA L T RIB UTES rs'W EDDING BOUQ UETS /. .;;;:,.REC EPTION VENUES \DELIVERY SERVICE

AND
INTERFLORA SERVICE AVAILABLE

PHONE ORDERS WELCOME
ALL MAJOR CRE DIT CARDS TAKEN
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Oersingham Youth Group
The Parish Co unci l has instigated the se tting up of this group with (W O main

alms-
To start a Senior You th Club/ Drop in for young people aged twelve years and
over.

1 To set up a Youth Co uncil. which will represent the views of young people to the
Parish Council.
Two meet ings have been held so far. which have been attended by Parish

Councillors and Ady Cbaplin, Co mmun ity Safety Project Development Officer with
the Borough Council. You can contact Mr Chaplin at RCKLWN. King 's Co urt,
Chape l Street, King 's Lynn, PE30 I EX. TeI: (0 1553) 692722.

The youngsters who attended both meetings have been willing parti cipant s and
have co me up with lots of ideas on how a Senior Youth Club should be run.

At the last meeting. held on 10 Nove mber. it was agreed that membership should
be open to anyone living in the Smithdon High Schoo l catchment area . with a
weekly subsc ription of betwee n 75p and £ 1. Act ivities should include discos. sports
and games. compe titio ns. crafts. karaoke. trips o ut. with refreshments and a quiet
area . There will also be fundraising activities. .....hich will help the Club purchase
equipment.

There wilt be a nee d for adult helpers. three people have already vo luntee red but
more would be welcome. ofcourse. Training for volunteers will be provided who
would also have to undertake a full CR R check.

Th e Parish Counci l. with some financial ass istance from the Safer West Nor fo lk
Steering Group. is arranging trips to Bowlers in Hunstanton, and tu the pantomime
being put on by the Pocohorues Players in Hcacham . (Some of the young people arc
taking part in the show) In return. the youngsters will complete a survey on the fear
o f crime and anti -social behaviour.

Further meet ings will loo k at a constitution and ground rules for the Youth Club.
and developing the Youth Co unci l. Th e next mee ting will take place on 24
November, (7:00 to 8:00 pm) at the Community Centre. Anyone who is interested in
rhe two projects is welcome to attend. For further details co ntact the Pari sh Clerk.
Sarah Br istow, on 014R5 54 1465.

Sue PaYI/t!

MANOR ROAD STORES
OI'Ero; FOR YOUR CONYEro; l ENC E

Selling groceries. bakery: n~npl.lper.\· . greeting cards , Xmas goodies and 11/fJrt'!

.18 ,Uanor RIIUJ. Drrsingham
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Dersingham Teaser 3
Compiled by Iony BuM

Hllagt:' Joia

All the answers to these questions have some connect ion, albeit tenuous, to the
village . To win a prize send your completed crossword (a photocop y will do) to the
Parish Council Office by 6 January 2005 . All correct entries will be put into the
Editor 's flat cap and a winner will be pulled OUI. Don 't forget to put your name and
address on the entry.
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16
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Rd".' 13)
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Seell down
LIItn u.", for the sandpil? (3)
Crim_ l"l; m".,lls13.~1

Guud urpcls'!(7)
••• • ringllam (4 )
Rank betw een marquis and viS(uunf! (4)
Risque: ~1lCt'k from h<1l.l'" of~ c......(3)
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PopuIMsnack nearby (5)
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Lun: fu.. Donald (5 )
Hig floral s'iolin (6 )
Lamudc for green fj. Il?(1 )
Sec 4 Down
See 14 across
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Com ing Soon At Oersingham Library
We have a Chr istmas Story time on Monday 10 December from 2.30 to 3.30 pm.

Under 75 must be accompanied by an adult

Fiction promotion - 'Orfenta t J ou rn eys' - novels about China and J apan , a t the
libra ry un til the end of Decem ber,

Family History display of books on starting out researching - ties in with the BBe l
series ' Who Do You Think You Are' , and coincides with our adult education
evening s. Another class will be run ning in the New Year. and a more advanced
course in the summer term.

Please ask at the library if you would like to know more

" fenland (Jatp,,,,.d oNab..al

Jtsk- design 3UaltA emt.e

l a r chlt ectu r aJ services
The finest quality care for most pains,
stillness, inflexibility and recurring
health problems.

33 . Lynn Roall , Drfll'sh.eham. KINGS l~N Osteopathy classical + cranial,

PlANNING &BUIlDING REG. APPUCATKlNS
oslcomyology.reflexology, arumatherapy,
reiki, women's health & wellbeing.

PHOTOCOPYING 1LAMINAlllG IBINDING massage.
As keen runners we treat injuries. Also

IN: 01 4 85 543 204
accident reports and advice.

HlJajI: f e nd e s i gn@wncb .n e t Gaywood Hall Drive, King's Lynn
01553 76 14R4

SEM BA T RA DING CO LTD
Builders' Merchants

Station Yard. Station Road, Dersingham. King 's Lynn PE31 6PR
Tel ~ 0 14R5 54 1394

A ll Building Ma terials supplied

Paving Slabs 18" x IS" fro m £ 1.40

Gutteri ng 4 mt r £7.15

6 m tr Underground Pipe £ 11 .80

Fen cing, Posts, Bricks. Block s, Sand . Shi ngle, Timber, Pave rs , PVC Sheering,

Cement , Roo fing felt . Ch icke n Wire c tc



You NEVER get
anotherpair

take care o:f theD1.
~th

Ware
Optometrists & Opticians

- -

4 Jubilee Court
Hunstanton Road

Dersingham
tel 01485 544850



T HE WH EATSII EAF INN
Slynn Road , Heacbam. King's l ynn. Norfolk, PE3 1 7HJ
TeVFax: 01485570282

Freehouse Proprie tors: Anthony & Stella Gooch

•

• Freshly cooked food available all day
• Last food orders:

Men-Sa t 11.30 pm and Sun 10.30 pm
• A la Ca rte Restaurant and qual ity wine list
• Garden and bar food available

• Morn ing coffee and afternoon leas ~L:3.~~~~~§~
• Function Room bookings for both private a____ ten

areas)

• Suntrap beer garden and play are a (rear)

• Most credit/debit cards accepted and cash back availa ble on debi t cards

SUMMER OPENING
(S'(ln.~ Easter " et'I" ·,,d)
SUN: 12 noon - 10.) 0 pm

MON - SAT: It am - 11 pm

WINTER OPE NING
(Slam." 1 J a lluary)

Telephone for confirmation

Gary Roshmore nooring
We have II la rge ra nge of ul'"pet & vinyl

samples

superb selection of roll ends, mats &
runaers

Free measuri ng & t!timales, ",Uhoul
obligatio n

Eueplional lervice al a price you' ll like

Please vtsu our showroom al SS Slalion Rd
ll eacbam

Opening hours 9.30 am 10 4.00 pm

Mon to Sal (d Oling 1.00 pm 10 1.00 pm
lunch tim es and a ll day Wednesday)

or ca ll Gary Ru shmere

Tel 01485 572201 or 0789 9794162
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Norfolk Carers' Voice
• D'o )'OU provide un paid earc o r support fur- su meo ne?
• Wh llt hel p ruuld yo u hint''''
• Fed up a nd do n 't knew " hlll' s happt'nin~ in :'I' lIr rolk?
• 1111\ ... Y'IIU~ot ' omething to 'ay' a nd want to mak e a d irrl.'renCf '"

Whal is the :'iorrol" Ca re rs" ' ·oin ·...
The Norfo lk Caters ' Voice is a register of curers who want to hear what is going

on and perhaps 10 have a say in improving the help that is available. If you are HI or
ever and one of the 8 \.000 people in Norfolk who provide unpaid help and support
[0 an ad ult relative, friend or partner who cannot manage because of illness. age or a
disability, this could he for you.
What happens if I wan t to jo in?

The Norfolk Curers' Voice questionnaire can be obtained from the Crossroads
Norfo lk Care-s' Helpline by telephoning 0808 808 9876 or email
norfolkcarc:rsl7i hQlmail.coDl. If you are happy 10give us your contact details. we will
be able to give you information about support for carcrs in Norfolk. And if you want
more involvement, we can also ask what you think about support for curers and
whether you would like to work with us 10 improve services. Your details would be
held on the Norfolk Carets ' Voice Register.

This Register is managed by the lIealth Information Team, Eastern Support
Services that works with other organisations to improve the quality and availability
of information for people using GP surgeries and has been funded by the Norfolk
Carcrs' Grant.
. ;,..r inj " rmalitm ...i f{ ",.1)"br accr.•ord h)"" I'm"d S ocil'l Srn 'jet'.' . /I "ullhu rr .\tuffa"d th l' ,HanaR"r of
th" Cr" ...."'"d ,· ,""" rf olli. CUl'rn H"lpli" ". o<'h" di•tributr.•' ' 1111'N"rf olli. Currr ' maRu:;" r, ,." d h"
p"'tr,'t"d h}' thr Dulu Prot"o ;on ,4a 19911.

BMXJSkateboard Ramp is a Hit with the Village Youth
This plmtogral'h taken hy limy Bubb .~IIU"',{ YUllIIgS/i'r!i t>flj oy i ltg the (,'//lIlOI'm:\, 8 M.\'1

Sku/t'hourtl/i./d/it,I' ...hieh ...as se / Ill' for their use hy lilt' f'ar ish Cmwcil s
Recreation and Em'imllJlJ('1II COli/millet' tltlring th t> r/' {'('n! Iwlj:/alll ImU/lay
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issue 31 Villag/' Ih ie/'

News in Brief
Cenuratutat lons go to Ama nda Field ofTud or Way. who, having only just
learned III swim. has now achieved a swim of 1.04&lengths of the 25 metre pool
(equivalent to swimming the English Channel) at Bircham's National Construction
College over a period of four weeks, and has raised n oomoney for national spinal
cord inju ry charity ASPIRE.

Brownies haw a Knees-up to Celehrare th eir 9f1 '~ Birthday - The 1st and 2nd
Dersingham Brownies got together with the lst Snettisham Brownies at the
Dersingham Scout and Guide Hut on Thursda y 2ROclober in order 10 celebrate the
90'hAnniversary of the Brownie Guide movement. They enjoyed various activities
and games. had a picnic and a singsong. and then planted 90 yellow daffodil bulbs
around the Scout and Guide Headquarters.

\'iIIa2e Parish Councillor Represen ts West ~orfo l k on the East of England
Developm en t Agency ([[ llA) ~ Borough and Parish Councillor Paul Uurall is to
become one of 15 board members of the EEDA in December, having been appointed
by Government minister Ms Jacqui Smith. The EEDA is one of 9 regional
development agencies in England. being the driving force behind economic
regeneration in the fl counties of Norfolk, Cambridgeshire. Bedfordshire. Essex,
SulTolk and Hertfordshire. and Paul will be working with the agency for two days a
month for three years.

Green Garden Sac ks are still to cost 50p - A proposal that green garden sacks
should be provided free of charge to pensioners was rejected by West Norfolk
Council's committee at a meeting on 2 November. The idea was that these sacks
should be available to pensioners free of charge during the period from April 10
September. but was turned down on the basis of forecast loss of income and
additional costs due to an ant icipated increase in usage and potent ial abuse of the
system.

Local Business Develops New Technology With w orld-Wide Potent ia l . Dark
Side Technologies. a company which operates from Fern Hill in Dersingham. has
developed new technology which is forecast 10 lower costs of telecom users. The
wireless telecommunications system would increase the operational distances
available to telecom companies from 7 km to 25 km in radius. reducing the need for
the laying of landlines. The company is already well known in the area for its
introduction of broadband to the area, currently serving some 150 customers in the
area that includes Dcrsingharn, Hcacharn. Hunstanton, Old Hunstanton and Holme.

The owners of th e for mer Filling Station in lI unsran ton Road have been
gr anted Planning Per mission 10 build homes on the site despite objections having
been raised by the Parish Council. Planning Officers recommended approval in
order to ' prevent this centrally located and highly visible site becoming derel ict and
falling into disrepair'
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Burrel s.
Char1 C'red Tau tion Ad,·luo:n

Chartered Accountant .
Charte red Certi fied Accountanll

RcEid errd Auditors

We are a local firm I~cialilin~ in !aulion and financi al matters
Ier individu als and Iamilies

.Jub ilee lloose, Jubltf'(' c.ou rt. Deningham. PEJI 61111

TcI : (O.-INS) s.a0295
I"u : (01-185) Sl-U69

t:-M ail : ad.icr.i.hu rR.lI..demlln.CIJ..uk



.... an ~
Canon ..

DERSINGHAM MOTOR GROUP
Richard Far row

Offering all aspects of service 10 the car owner
Cu' S(llt·~ • Serl'id"J( • Rl!puir~' • Bll d)' Repair',\ • M O TS _ T)'r e.\ _ ExhuU,\h -Baner tes

New and Used Car Parts for All Models Car Collection/Delivery Service

Hill House Farm, Mill Road. Dcrsingham. King's Lynn PE3) 6HY
Tol: 01485 543543 Partsline: 01485 540400

E-mail:ders motors@ao l.com

DISCOUNTED Compuler·Consumables·- ·For·your·Ptinter.·
Faxand-Computer·- AI ·prodUCIS,@,www.peebuyer.eom1
~

L~·~EPSON· ~~.
-BT.' .

IlXX~
Print er-Cartrldges'&'Consumables"

Support·3'local·Busln.ss! ·~1553·842276....I.!@P"buY".to!!!1l

Carpet-Fitting-Service
SUPPLIER' 0' QUALITY

CARPET' AND UNDERLAYS

TEL JOHN TAYLOR
01485544419

or 07889 403878
HOME SElECTION SERVICE:

Est imat Ing - Planning A Fitting Service

New Top Brand Name Computers
and Accessories

In-Car GPS Navigation Systems
Upgrades and Repairs

Internet and Email
Convenient Home Visits

Tel: 01485 520905
Mob: 07714465076



Garden Centre & Coffee Shop
ne,' id

www.th axtefS.co.uk

(i) Keep it Local
Tol: 01485~224

Food·To-Go ordor lino: 01485 543593

• Hot food to take away
• Sandwichea and Baguettes
• News and Magazines

SPAR

.....-- .\ : . '>o~ "
•

Tel : 01485 541514

• Lottary
• Fresh local Fruit and Veg
• E-top up fo r your mobile

Open 7.m · 10 pm 7 d8ya

HTA National
Garden Gift
Tokens

Onc of th e fin cat eeleeucee of Italianand Dutch NU f"6Cf.!;l alock. in W eal Norfolk.
Large . e le ctio n o f co.po.b, garden o rna me nh and much e o re .

Open 8 am - 8 pm 7 daya

CDff•• ShDpTel: 01485 545105~~ .
~~ :..:;." .....
'Wliy not come and"rerax after y<ru !iaveftnlslicaY<rur v isit to tlic
Gard"en Cen tr e or Sup ennariet and" try one of <rur renowned"
1iome·maJe caies or scones or come anana:ve yaur limenfrom our
Stfeetlon of liome made dlslics of tlic lfay.

Open 10 am - 5 pm 7 daya



I.""rll' 31 I UI..IKt' l inn '

DIARY OF NOTIFIED EVENTS
""ull details of some of these events 1'\'i11 be found instde this maaeztne

D.)' Ih l~ \ 100111 Tlm e 0!"la olulloo F.u ol \'~ou~

" al , D" 9-9 .30mr lnfam &. Sunn')' ~boul Christmas Play Inta nl &. SUN:f)
lA ~'nl for the Baby """'"rh" , Dec 9_9.30 am Infaol &. SUOoCTY School (hristma. P\;Iy Infanl '" Nun.ef)
2A~I for theBa by """'"rh"

,
"" 6 .JOpm SIr>OOrJ~ ". IC EI School Chnstrnu Pb ) SllOeorge 'HCE I

Christmas Sl1fJ>ri-.: """'"fn 10 Dcc \l·',!.JO am Infanl &. Sunc1y School CmmJ1la'! 1'11.) Infllnl&:'IIu~

2,0,A Pfncnl for the Baby SdlooI
fn ,. Dec 5.JOpm Infanl &. S un;ny Schox,1 (lu-islmas F,ur le fam &. NLm<.>f)'

Scbool
fn ,. Dec 7..\0 pm West Norfolk SH>g~-rs Chrislma.:; C0Il«'f1 SI Nieholas Ch urch
S.. 11 Dec ](l .OO am \tclho>di'" church Cbristlll"" Co lTC'C Mclho>d lSt Ch un;1I

onwards Mornmg
Mun " D" 7. IS pili Ocrsml,tlutmParish Council Full Cocncit Meet mg Infa nt &. N=ry

Sdwo l
w~'I.l " D" 2.30 pm MOlhel1i" Union Carol Service SI Nichu l3s ('hurch

Th ur 11, Dec IdO pm OcNingh;tm Schou l' Chrisnnglc Se rvice SI Nicho las Chu rch

fn 17 Dec Dcrsmgham Schoo ls End ofTerm - Start
o f Ch rislmas Holida ys

fn 17 u.., 7,.lOpm Park H,,"'>e thud Celebnl lion o l'l"hnstm.as Par k House
S~ " nee \l .OO am SI Ceciha 's Ch urch 11( 1) Mas s SI ('~"l:iha 'sChurch

S" " u.., 10.30 am ~1el tkl<hsl Chun:h Family Caro l Scrvsce \lelho>disl church
Sun " Dec n.JOpm ~klho>d ist C1mn:h Tra..htional Candlcht Methodisl Church

Caro l Sevce
S~ ,. u.., 6.30 pm SI NlCoo las Chun:h Ca rol S<:TvICe SI I'icoolas Cburch

'Ion zu "" .nll-HO Ikningh.tm 1.Ibrary Chri>otrnas Sloryllm.: o...-rslng:ham Library
~100 ao Dcc 1pm Keith &: Sand ie Grttn Carols around the Tree :!I Hun>otanl"n Rd
rh., " "" 1:!.30 pm o..nlngllam Pan"" Couocd OffKC'cjcses for ChnSlma,
Fri " "" , pm SICeciha '~ Church Carol S<:Tv KC' SI Cn: llia"s Church

fn " Dec 'pm St ('n:i I1.1l 'sChureh i'\ali,'uy Ma~s SI Cecuu's Ch urch

fn " Doc 11.30 pm St :" lC ho....s ( n un: h \t ldniltl'1Carol &nICe SI I' il:hola~Chun;h

"" :!~ Doc 'om SICn:ilia's Chu rch M.- SICecuu's Church
So, " "" 10.30 am \l C1....>d.. '1ehurch OlflslllliJ!i Da) St.'f\ KC' MclholdiSl(l1urch
So, :! ~ u.., 11.00 am SI I'ieho las{"hurch Family Cl1ristma~ SI I' ieholas Chureh

Cekbl'llllon
Sun " u.., 9 .00 am SI {"« ilia's Church ~tass of lhe H" ly hnuly SI ("n:i lia 's Church
Sun " D cc 10,30 am MC1hoJlsI Ch un;h Preacher Kim :'111. 11 )' MC1h"dist Cl1un:h

too cvcrnng"':"-lce l

\I"" J loo 10,30 am o."r ,i n\:ham Parish Cou ncil Pari sh C"unei l Office:r~"""'J'Cn,
W~'I.l s Jan ~in~ham ~II{)"I, Spring Tenn start,
Wnl 12 h n Villagewice l>cadlin.: for {'o py and

adw rti"" rncnls f" r February edruou
Men " Jan 7 . 1 ~ pm Dcreingbam Parisll ( "'lUnci l full ('ouncil Meering Inf,ml & Nur...:ry

School

" al • fd> \-l l1al:eVoieo: Dateofpuhlicaliun CiliLen Ncw'p"J>Cr
~10ll " h ob Dcl'1'inll:ham Sclloo l. lI alf Tenn slarh
\1,10 21 fd> o..nmghamSchovb ~hl)Ols re....,flCll
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Dark Side Technologies Ltd
Unlt.-, Hili Hou se Farm, Mill ROlId, oerslngham, Norfolk, PE31 6HY
Tel: 01485 544546 FIX: 543964 Emall: ..lnOcf.a..I.co.uk . _ .d-8-t.co.uk

[f'fNT, 0,,0; ....-.
~ 'j lo:. -" t". ' JL"I _ , •• •• • ,.

• Very Hogh Speed - ~ 104 times JosIer downloading than00Im0I
ADSI. Broodbond and 40 limes lo*, 'hemmodem.
Seodiog speed up to 12 times taster than ADS/..

• 20 mbwebhosting, . 20 rob emaI spoce [10 boxe51
• E-ma~ Anti Virus Protecllon cnd Firewols prOYided.
• low cost h~k provided loca lly.

WNCB.net
UnIt ... HlI Howe Farm,.
Mill Roocl. Deninghgll\.

NorfoIc. Pl316HY
TeI: 01445 540011~ 543964

_ .wncb.1'I8t

Royal Sandringham Esta te Sawmill
Sandringham Sawmill. Sandringham. Norfolk

• • ••• ••••• ••••••••••• ••• ••••• •• •• RANGE OF HIG H Q UALITY •
: 45 mm THICK LOG CABINS :
• IDEAL FOR ANY BAC K GARDEN •• •• •• •• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
DECKING TABLE & CHAIRS BIRD TAB LES TRELLIS

PANELS FLOWER BOXES LOG ROLLS GATES

ALL TIMBERS ARE PRESSURE TR EATED

WE ALSO SELL:

FENCI NG PANELS RUSTIC POLES ARCHES MACH INED POL ES

01485543641 FAX 01485 54323 9
OPEN 0730 CLOSE 160Cl HRS SAT OROOCLOSE 1200 HRS



The Old Farmhouse

Station Road
Docking
TeI: 0 1485 5 18538

Sadly, du e to ill-health, the restaurant is now dosed.
Thank )'ou to all wh o hu e supported us.

Now open for C hristmas f ayr e ~ifl s and toys and lots more, all at discount
prices

Also look for lots more bargains in the New Year

SUdrlldbam••OWS
Medlternn••n

A INn- to g.rden room or,un blnge 11 probably
the .....1w~ to achieY8 the con,ervlltol'y dream

'Vitttri••/ e' ''. rllii..et'" lfirtonan C:onlrrtlatorr • dUllcal e ngttlb
btllPl CDmpLrtrIp abaplablt hl suu aDboulr It:l'lrt

anlla'IIai lablr in a bJlbr rln~ 0( bariatiDnl

61 Manor Road, Dersingham, King's Lynn
rei: 01485 544488

r;;;;;:;l -_."'...
~ FII'\II'lOI ....lIbIe. auI:Itect to ,tma

Reg No133&3 WriIendetIIlII on~

Dersingham News
25 Hun stanton Road, u ersmgham

We otTer a large selection of greeting. cards
Newly extended range of magazines

Con fectionery Tobacco - National Lottery & Instants - Phone Card Top-up
Photocopying & Faxing Service - Leaflet Distribut ion - Pocket Money Toys

Dry Cleaning Agency
and so much more ...



Norfolk Con stabulary Western Mobile Pol ice Station
Public Enquiry Officers l.in da Forder and Pete Shaw advise us that the Mobile Police
Station will not be availab le in the mon th of December due to the Christmas holiday,
Services which include; Advice, Cri me recording, Infonnation, Lost and found property,
Cri me prevention advice and literature and liaison with community groups will resume in
January.
Useful contact telephone numbers are;

C r imestoppers : 0800 555 I II and Norfol k Co nstabulary : 0 1953 424242

Advertising in Village Voice
The Editorial Team would like to thank all of those who so generously support

our magazine by placing advertisements in it, for without the income so generated
there would be a possibility of the publication ceasing to exist.

With this in mind it would be helpful if you were to support those who do
advertise, and to then let them know that you used their services because you saw
their promotion in our magazine.

For those readers who perhaps provide a local service but who do not currently
advertise with us, you may consider a fee of £12 for a sixth of a page (up to £50 for a
full page) per issue, to be very cost effective.

Adver tisements for inclusion in the next newsletter should be in the hands of
Sarah Bristow. Parish Clerk. Dersingham Parish Council. The Police Station. Manor
Road. Dersingham PE31 6LH by Wedn esday 12 J an uary 2005 Enquiries regarding
advertisements may be made by calling 01485 54 1465.

Art icles for publication in the .Janu ary/Fehru ary edition of Village Voice
must reach the editor at 45 Queen Elizabeth Drive. Dersingham, before the deadli ne
date of Wed nesd ay 12 J anu ary 2005 for pu blicat ion on Wednesday 9 Februa ry
2005. (Contributors who arc promoting events should take note of this earliest date
of publication).

It must be pointed out that the editor encourages contributions but reserves the
right to amend and edit as necessary. Any contributions received will he accepted on
the understanding that, unless a specific request is made that names. addresses. etc are
not used. these may be included in the publication and may be maintained on the
Parish Council' s database.

Due to limitations on space it is possible that some items received may not be
published. or may be held for publication at a later date. Contributors should also be
aware that published material might appear on the Parish Council's Internet web
site. The editor does not necessarily agree with opinions that are expressed. or the
accuracy of statements made. by contributors to the Village Voice.

Villa!.:\, Voite is the bi-munt hly ~lll.l:alin l: of Ders lngha m Parish Cound l
rh ,' P,.,,,lu," i,,,, "'u rn ,"(}n.";,,','-<If£di,,,r: Bui> Tipling
'(n-horL<'" Phfl'"xrapher and l ttustrations Edito r: Ton)' Bubb
Lay,m r Ani.'" <lnd It "'chni",, 1C<lnsulrum S,"'{u Ctll/m
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~ TIMBER" BUILDERS MERCHANTS' • ' . •
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